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Environment and Developmental issues, as well as ethical questions related 

to scientific and empirical research. 

The Journal seeks to encourage comprehensive and critical study 

and research on the above subjects; to provide a forum for the study of 

Humanities and Social Sciences in the global context; to promote 

dissemination, exchange and discussion of research findings; and to 

encourage interaction among academics from various traditions of learning. 

The main objective of the journal is to provide a platform to all social 

scientists including young scholars for exchange of ideas, interchange of 

opinions on the issues of the socio-economic, political, ethnocultural and 
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It welcomes articles with rigorous reasoning supported by authentic 
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comments, book reviews in Humanities and Social Sciences. 
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EMPOWERMENT OF TRIBAL WOMEN THROUGH 

POLITICAL PARTICIPATION IN TRIPURA: A STUDY OF 

CHARILAM R. D. BLOCK IN SEPAHIJALA DISTRICT 

Rajeshree Debbarma* 

 

 
Introduction: 

Political participation in a sense leads to empowerment of women. 

Participation and representation of tribal women in Tripura can be defined 

as a process of creating a social environment by redistribution of power so 

that women can have control over resources of decision making, to be 

empowered and as an instrument to liberate from the traditional bondage, 

harassment, underprivileged and exploitation to be fully empowered.1 In a 

democratic state there are various means and methods through which 

people can participate in political process. According to Verba and Nie 

there are four means of political participation which include voting, 

campaigning activity, co-operative activity citizen initiated contacts. Similarly, 

Schonfeld has mentioned ten types of activities which are often cited in 

the literature of political participation. These include (a) holding public or 

party office, (b) belonging to a party or other political organisation, (c) 

working in an election, (d) attending political meetings or rallies, (e) making 

financial contribution to a party candidate or a candidate, (f) contacting a 

public official, (g) publicly expressing a political opinion to convince others, 

(h) partaking in political discussions, (i) voting and (j) expressing oneself to 

political stimuli.2 It is very important and necessary the context of women 

to attempt a definition of political participation and economic participation 

which includes the gamut of activities with bearing on the political process, 

including voting support of political groups, communication with legislators, 

dissemination of political views and opinions among the electorate, and 

other related activities. Political Participation can be considered to include 

an involvement in any form of organised activity that affects, or seeks to 

affect these power relationships. It has been noticed that political 
 

* Research Scholar, Deptt. of Political Science, Tripura University 
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participation of tribal women has raised a major dilemma. On the other 

hand, it is the fundamental right of every citizen to contribute to the decision 

making process. It is in fact the citizens duty as well and is based on the 

presumption that each member has adequate means and conditions to 

achieve a full realisation of his or her personality has an entity in society. 

From the Feminists perspective, an analysis of women’s participation in 

political process has questioned by narrow definition of political participation 

as accepted by the mainstream of political scientists and policy makers. 

The New Delhi Document on Women in Development (1985) recognised 

that despite the rapid growth of informal political activity by women, their 

role in the formal political structure has remained unchanged. Thus, it has 

resulted in a serious debate the concepts of indicators for political 

participation. The above reference to women’s participation in India is 

limited because of different variables like social, economic and political. 3 

The political role and participation of tribal women in local government 

institutions in India as well as in rural areas plays a significant role in 

bringing the change in the society towards development. Women 

participation in public affair has been subject of abiding by the interest of 

Political science since from Plato’s time and the emphasis has been made 

on democratic government through sharing of responsibilities of officers 

since from Aristotle days. Aristotle defined citizen as one who shares in 

the administration of justice and in holding of office. The declaration of 

French Revolution of 1789 says that all citizens have the right to take part 

personally or by their representatives in the formulation of law. Political 

participation changes with the changes of parties and time determining to 

law making function in the days of laissez-faire. Though the nature and 

awareness in rural areas has broadened the mindset of the tribal women 

with the emergence of socialist state which increased the role of the state 

but still it lacks far behind to reach at the backward areas. 

Marx viewed about universal political participation as a means and 

end of the manifestations of human freedom and political participation is 

like an educational process instead it’s a means for the establishment of a 

just social order. Participation is a kind of influence to which some people 
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directly or indirectly try to involve in the conduct and participate in public 

affairs and in government levels. Historically when we speak of political 

participation it means totally to secure their right to vote and to participate 

in voting and political meetings. Political participation can be considered as 

a set of attitudes, sense of political competence and high level of interest 

and information about politics. 

Political participation of Tribal women is necessary ingredient of 

political sphere even though political system is being monopolized today 

but every system is found to be quite keen on ensuring some amount of 

political participation by the people. By involving tribal women in political 

system, their political participation fosters stability and order through 

reinforcement of the legitimacy of political authority. Goel argued that the 

citizens must at least participate in the choice of their public action 

responsive to the wishes and desires of the people. It has been observed 

that political participation of tribal women helps to build a better society as 

well as state and a noble character among the women although it’s a 

public debate. Thus the role of the tribal women in political participation 

emphasized not only as a means to understand political activities and 

necessities but also to be empowered from different angle and the nature 

and control functioning of the political system but as a means to build up 

the character and mentality of the tribal women.4 

The National Perspective Plan for Women 1988-2000 prepared by 

the Department of Women and Child Welfare of the Government of India 

proposed for reservation of 33% of rural and urban governments were 

reserved for women which apparently aimed at giving women a due share 

in decision making.5 But now in case of Tripura 50% of the seats are 

reserved for women in Gram Panchayats, Panchayats Samities and Zilla 

Parishads and it has been noticed that the balance between the political 

contest and total population of the women is negative and hardly few of 

the women are seen in the ruling party leaders of Tripura.6 

The term ‘participation’ is widely used concept and tends to mean 

in different perspective to different people, as the very term is either linked 

to or defined in widely different fields such as management, human resource 
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development, market operations, rural development etc. However, 

‘participation’ in a psychological sense, may be thought of as interaction 

between people to achieve specific goals or outcomes. From a socio- 

psychological standpoint, Warr and Wall have defined ‘participation’ as 

concepts like ‘involvement’ and ‘influence’ [Chell, 1985:1]. Vroom, as 

quoted by Chell, considers the ‘amount of influence that an individual feels 

he has in decision- making’. The modern democratic systems governance 

provides ample opportunities for participation of tribal women on the other 

hand effective participation of the people is an indicator of true democracy. 

The institutional organisations like the family, peer group, membership of 

various associations and political parties help in developing the sense of 

efficacy. To quote Almond and Verba who stated, “irrespective of autocratic 

or democratic socialisation experiences, the well-educated person feel more 

politically competent than the less educated individual”. 

The word participation, education and empowerment are 

interconnected or interrelated to each other in a sense that persons with 

higher socio-economic status posses strong self confidence as well as 

control over environment. Those persons will try to influence, involve and 

participate in politics like voting, process of decision making in a more 

complex, effective and meaningful. Thus, we can assume that participation 

and involvement of political activities may be due to necessity of a person.7 

Participation and empowerment is understood in political, social and 

economic field where the political groups motivate the functions, 

programmes, meetings and awareness programs. It is necessary in fact, 

mandatory under the guidelines that one member of the village committee 

should be a women. The debate on tribal women’s political representation 

thus continues to be of significance to the international community. There 

has been worldwide attempt to involve tribal women in the decision-making 

process, mostly by way of reservation in the decision making process. 

Objectives: 

The objective of this paper is to focus on the political participation 

of tribal women in Tripura and how far they are empowered today. This 

paper is limited to the Charilam R.D Block of Sepahijala District in Tripura 
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and the chosen 10 village Committees (each village committee comprised 

of 5 to 6 villages and there should be one elected Pradhans (chairman) as 

head representatives ). 

Methodology: 

The study was conducted at Charilam Rural Development Block of 

Sepahijala District in Tripura. In this paper, an attempt has been made to 

study political participation of tribal women leaders at the grassroots level 

by making a study of positional women leaders of such as Pradhans and 

women active participants in politics in10 village committees with the help 

of a questionnaire as well as face to face interview and through 

observations. The study will be both primary and secondary sources of 

information. 

Participation of Tribal Women in Tripura in Decision making 

process: 

From my empirical study, the word empowerment of tribal women 

in political sphere is clear concept, but when it comes in the case of tribal 

women to be politically empowered and take a decision than its just a 

slogan not an action. A woman (Chairman) though she is the head of 

comprising 5 to 6 villages, when she is given oppurtunity and a chance to 

express her opinion regarding against any related political issues and the 

and ward development or any other issues then decision taken by her is 

not the final decision. Equal treatment to tribal women in participation and 

representation in politics, is more meaningful and effective when a women 

is involved, considered that her decision is final relating to any political 

issues or schemes and thus we can definitely say that empowerment of 

tribal women is not slogan but its an action which take shape in decision 

making process. The concern on women’s political participation can be 

well understood in the UN [Human Development Report, 1995:1] 

document, which as indicated earlier, sees engendered development as 

endangered development. Though half of the world’s population consists 

of women, when it comes to their representation in their highest elections 

of governance their number is less than 10 percent which is totally 
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disproportionate in number.8 Political Participation of tribal women does 

not mean women participation in electoral, decision making and 

administrative process instead it must include the whole range of voluntary 

activities and sacrifice to do good for the society.9 

When tribal women enter into the arena of political decision – making 

it can be looked from different perspective which deals with various forms 

of women’s oppression, women empowerment and to improve and 

developed their status within the society. The political participation of tribal 

women is absolutely lower than male members in rural areas and in world 

wide. Interestingly, when a woman who tried to succeed in the field of 

politics discovered that the hurdles they faced, be it on tradition, finances, 

ethnicity or organisation, were compounded by the hurdles that were theirs 

by birth – that is the gender [Women, 1991:52]. It means that women’s at 

the decision making levels have not been able to address some of the 

issues in a systematic manner and even though their decision is been 

considered but the final decision is taken by the male leaders especially in 

contemporary literature, additional information on the impact of women in 

politics which is more desirable. 

Conclusion: 

The Study reveals that a large number of tribal women in rural 

areas do not work and spend mostly in doing all household works and this 

73rd Constitutional Amendment Act has accomplish this purpose for bringing 

women into local bodies and make them participate in politics. The situation 

of the tribal women in rural is more critical than that of urban areas; they 

suffer from different kinds of inequalities and discriminatory practices. 

They participate in order to develop the villages, to be free from all kinds 

of difficulties and problems that village suffers, to be aware of their rights, 

to give awareness program, road construction, and electricity, build 

sanitation and houses in the villages etc. Most of the tribal women in Tripura 

were no longer seen merely as only conventional housewives but as leaders, 

officers, administration, chairperson etc, instead today it has been realised 

that they do have tremendous potential power to change the society through 

education, involvement and political participation. The paper reveals that 
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the political participation of tribal women in Charilam R.D Block of 

Sepahijala District in Tripura is a recent phenomenon and positive aspect, 

more specifically of 20th century. Though there are few historical evidences 

which speak of women’s participation in ancient and medieval periods but 

now tribal women became socially and politically aware due to spread of 

education, awareness programme, modernisation and they have started 

asserting their rights including political, educational, occupational rights etc. 

Political Participation of women has no doubt will change the outlook of 

the tribal women in Tripura. Though the word political participation is very 

significant for empowering of tribal women but more important is that the 

values of making them feel their presence and their status in the society. 

For example, a woman she is holding the high post but her first preference 

is to maintain and manage all the household works and second preference 

is her post. The lower level of participation is not only a consequence of 

the resources that women possess but also a result of the place of women 

in the family. This will encourage their confidence in future. Political 

Participation to some extend plays a vital role in creating awareness as 

well as development in the family, neighbours, villages and society. Political 

participation makes a tribal woman to be empowered, self reliant, 

courageous, sharing their views and contributing to the community welfare 

in decision making processes in rural areas. Women participation in tribal 

area is limited but in fact no doubt this Political participation has encouraged 

for the empowerment of tribal women in rural areas. When a woman is 

representing as Pradhan in a village, the empowerment of a woman within 

the family, village and as well as state increases and thus development 

takes place. 

Findings: 

 All the elected tribal women Pradhan and men Pradhan are married 

and out of 10 Pradhans 1 belong to Christian and the rest belong to 

Hindu religion .

 The age of the elected women and men Pradhans are between 30 

to 43 years.
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 In case of educational background, it has been found that all the 

elected Pradhans have studied upto X standard or matriculation and 

one upto +2 stage.

 A large majority of the tribal women active political members are 

housewives while the male members are occupied in agriculture, 

business, working for party offices, awareness program, meetings 

etc.

 The amount paid Rs.1250 as honourium to the Pradhans are not 

sufficient for their survival. They all belong to the present ruling 

political party of Tripura i.e, CPIM and RSP. They feel politically 

empowered when she/he is being asked to give her initial signature 

in loan applications, transfer, birth etc and in representation of 5 to 6 

village committees.

 The village committees presides meeting once in a month regarding 

some of the issues like Block Deputation, Panchayat Development 

fund, how to utilised MNGREGS fund, ward development and 

necessities in presence of Chairman’s and vice-Chairman’s and 

elected members from each village and elected members as 

representative and a local person from each ward.

 The study reveals that out of 10 village committees (each village 

committees consists of 5 to 6 villages) and each village committees 

should have two elected person, Chairman (Pradhan) and Vice- 

Chairman (Upo Pradhans) , 12 of them are Female Pradhan and 

upo Pradhan and 8 of them are male Pradhans and UpoPradhans. 

It clearly and positively indicates that the political participation of 

tribal women is stronger than men in this area.

 Not against the complaints or suggestions by the Pradhans, it has 

been exposed that there should be awareness program in villages 

rarely and a person or interpreter should speak in local language 

in order to give the tribal women clear cut idea regarding 

facilities, loans, and central or government schemes and so on at 

its grassroot level.
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 The study disclosed that though tribal women are included in decision 

making and political participation but they are always given secondary 

position in Politics.

Suggestions: 

 No age restrictions for the tribal women to study, to work and to 

avail loan facilities.

 There must be free vocational training and educational coaching 

centres.

 To create more part time jobs and flexible jobs opportunities for 

women in Tripura.

 To inform women about the value of their political participation and 

vote.

 To provide training and practice in the process of decision-making 

and political field.
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ROLE OF ICT IN DEVELOPING KNOWLEDGE BASED 

SOCIETY 

Sangeeta Roy* 

ABSTRACT 

ICT is the enabler for both innovation and education- without 

which knowledge based society cannot be realized, supported 

and further developed. In the present study, the role of ICT 

in developing a proper knowledge based society has been 

highlighted. As we are living in the era of technological hub, 

so it is very important for a society including different 

institutions, to be fully aware of the latest technologies which 

helps in developing or growing a up-to-date knowledge based 

society. 

(Keywords: ICT, Knowledge, Knowledge Society) 

Introduction: 

Inherent human curiosity leads to the generation of knowledge. 

Knowledge may be acquired through knowing of the characteristics of 

certain things which depends upon the description, acquaintance and 

awareness. Most of our knowledge of things is through perception and 

sensation. Knowledge is empirical and it can be collected from different 

sources like books, experience, human beings, nature etc. Knowledge 

depends more on ability rather than on possession. 

It is believed that knowledge has replaced industrial produce and 

organization. Knowledge society means a society where knowledge is the 

main production source instead of labour and capital. A knowledge society 

is the one where growth, development and innovations are mainly driven 

by the maximum use of information and information products. A knowledge 

society creates, shares and uses knowledge for the prosperity and well- 

being of its people. In the social sphere, the knowledge society brings 

greater access to information and new forms of social interaction and 
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cultural expressions, individuals therefore have more opportunities to 

participate in and influence the development of their societies. The four 

pillars of knowledge society are- Education, ICT, Science and Technology 

and Innovation. 

In the era of constant change, the computer technology is that useful 

tool which helps in storing, processing, transferring and disseminating the 

information digitally. ICT can be defined as “the integration of computing, 

networking and information processing technologies and their application”. 

ICT was first appeared in the mid 1980’s with the definition “All kinds of 

electronic systems used for broadcasting communications and mediated 

communications”. Thus, ICT stands for a variety of technological 

applications in the process and communication of information with service 

provision, collection development, human resource planning and training. 

Objectives of the Study: 

The main objectives of the study are: 

 To study about the different ICT technologies in order to 

develop a well-defined knowledge based society 

 To know the role of ICT in today’s era in order to help to 

grow a knowledge based society 

Methodology: 

The study is mainly analytical in nature. The study is based on 

collection of secondary data from different textbooks, reference books, 

periodicals, websites etc. 

Discussion: 

Education as a source of basic skills, as an engine for socio-economic 

development and as a foundation for development of new knowledge and 

innovation has been playing a vital role in developing knowledge society. 

All the countries across the world are embracing a vision to develop 

knowledge society and adopting strategies and policies to encourage the 

development. Education not only makes an individual to become skilled 

participant in the society and economy, but also a key driver in expanding 
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ICT. Education is therefore a critical requirement in creating knowledge 

society that can stimulate developed economic growth and prosperity. 

1. Importance of ICT in Knowledge based society: 

ICT is regarded as one of the potential tool in extending health 

services, reducing poverty, improving quality of life and expanding 

educational opportunities. If ICT is properly used, it can lead to greater 

digital opportunities including human and economic development. ICT in 

learning environment is regarded as the vision of learning ‘anywhere, 

anytime and anyhow’. ICT mainly provides the possibilities of knowledge 

archiving, retrieving and sharing. Learning in knowledge based society is 

considered to be a holistic activity because it is a lifelong activity which 

crosses different life spheres (private, public and work) and learning 

generations. Widespread use of ICT and knowledge society both generates 

a need for digital skill and competence for self-development, education 

and training, employment and active participation in the society. ICT has 

the potential to improve quality of learning, improve the management 

efficiencies of the educational system and widen the access to educational 

resources. Therefore, a knowledge based society should not only confined 

to the formal learning institution (schools, colleges and universities) and 

training organizations, but also welcome adult education, workplace based 

learning and informal learning. 

ICT          Education Knowledge Society 

+ 

Innovation 

+ 

Development 

2. Importance of ICT in Educational System and Public and Private 

Sectors of the Society: 

The UNESCO has given some reasons for the use of ICT in 

Educational System and Public and Private Sectors of the Society. They 

are- 

 In order to prepare the students to be able to operate in an ICT 
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rich environment (workplace and society), development of ICT 

skills and competencies is must. 

 For higher order thinking skills, lifelong learning habits, the ability to 

think critically, communicate and collaborate as well as to access, 

evaluate and synthesize the information, development of a knowledge 

society for the students is very necessary. 

 For the resolution of deficits and structural problems in educational 

system, ICT is very important. ICT is included to enhance 

administrative and teaching efficiency, address equity issues 

through enabling equality of access to knowledge, resources and to 

expertise or support teachers who may be under equipped to deal 

with new teaching challenges and to alleviate under resourcing in 

specific areas (for example- a lack of textbooks or learning materials). 

 Development of ICT skills and competencies in the public and private 

sectors as a requirement for operating in an ICT rich workplace 

and society. 

 Resolution of deficits and structural problems in social and 

commercial systems. This can include using ICT to enhance 

administrative and knowledge transfer. 

 Development of knowledge society attributes in employers, 

employees, citizens and the public service, including higher order 

thinking skills, lifelong learning habits and the ability to think critically, 

collaborate and communicate, as well as to access, evaluate and 

synthesize information. 

3. Application of ICT in Knowledge based Society: 

ICT is a tool for the citizens for lifelong learning which improves 

knowledge workers to improve their capacity and skills to innovate in their 

workplace by accessing knowledge through internet from the public domain. 

Communities can be empowered through the application of ICT’s like 

internet, electronic media, telephony, radio etc. to promote communication 

within a society. It is also a tool for the individuals for empowerment in 

dealing with the government and service providers, through improved 

channels of interactive feedback. 
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Due to the emergence of e- government, application of ICT has 

enabled improvement in delivering of government services electronically. 

ICT is important here because it improves efficiency, lessens corruption, 

increases transparency, greater speed and convenience and cuts delays of 

citizens. E- Government is the process to reform government works, to 

transform relations with citizens, businesses and other arms of government, 

share information and deliver services to internal and external clients through 

Information Technologies (like WAN, the internet and mobile computing). 

E- Government includes the application of online delivery of services to 

the citizens, businesses and other arms of government. 

Domestically and globally, the service sector, trades and 

manufacturing becomes more competitive due to the use of ICT’s. Due to 

the ICT’s, the costs comes down; it connects suppliers to the new markets 

and enables organization to design new products and services on the basis 

of an improved understanding of the customers. ICT’s provides a great 

opportunity to enhance economic growth and development. ICT’s works 

a key factor in the growth of economic sector. The economic sector is 

considered as a major source of earning foreign exchanges and offers 

products and services that can be deployed by other sectors of the economy. 

ICT environments are removing loopholes which exist in the various Acts, 

laws, orders and procedures and modernizing the service delivery and 

decision making processes in the government sectors. ICT’s are 

empowering citizens as smart citizens. 

4. ICT as a developing tool in knowledge based society: 

If ICT is deployed more, it can increase greater digital opportunities 

including human and economic development. Today, ICT is regarded as 

an active agent in improving health services, reducing poverty, expanding 

educational opportunities and overall improving quality of life. Mostly, ICT 

is seen as a way to promote educational changes, improve the skills of the 

learners and prepare them for the information society and global economy. 

It is a way to improve delivery of government services while increasing 

the efficiency and productivity of the private sectors. ICT, education and 

development are interrelated. Through the application of ICT, desire to be 
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globally competitive, growing national economies and improving social 

conditions, justifies the public sector to invest in education and 

developmental improvement. Due to the application of ICT, increased 

educational attainment and improvement in educational system have been 

noticed in developing countries and different policies and programs have 

been framed to harness the economic growth and the public good by 

applying technology based changes. 

5. ICT as an enabler of the Education and Innovation for knowledge 

based society: 

Use of ICT in education and development to build a knowledge 

based society is not about teaching ICT learning (learning to operate 

technology) only, but also about building higher order skills (knowing and 

understanding what it means to live in a digitized and networking society) 

and using digital technology in everyday life (understanding how ICT 

applications and services functions). Knowing where to search for certain 

information, how to process and evaluate information, how to access the 

reliability and trustworthiness of multiple sources of information (online 

and offline), importance in dealing with educational content, access the 

quality and reliability of knowledge and contextualize it effectively etc. are 

also included in ICT’s application. ICT acts as a means to achieve genuine 

knowledge society, as a facilitator for major educational and developmental 

reforms. Effective education in a knowledge society must deal with sharing 

information, knowledge and other resources. ICT is used in networking, 

skills related to building, maintaining and developing social interaction. 

ICT has the potential to tackle some challenges which are faced by 

education. ICT based integration programs benefits from a strong 

association with system wide changes such as improved service delivery, 

curriculum changes or new quality assurance and production processes in 

business. In context of formal education, this may include moves towards 

decentralization, school based management and learner centered 

philosophies. However, some developing countries face challenges in 

capacity, capability and resources (human and financial) to implement the 

potential of ICT successfully and effectively. Developing countries require 
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investments in education; innovation systems, infrastructure (including ICT 

itself) and implementation of policies which supports knowledge based 

economic transformation in order to transform the economy of the country. 

Though, learners learn the skills of ICT in education, the role of 

academicians as mentors is important as they are able to impart the wisdom 

as they are already experienced. ICT enables the development of 

knowledge society through the interrelated and mutually supported pillars 

of education and innovation. A requirement in the educational environment 

depends upon the availability of ICT’s. The changing ICT skills requirement 

for the students and employees and their changing roles for the educators 

and employees will harness the role of ICT’s more effectively in the societies. 

The growing importance of ICT has placed increasing emphasis on the 

need to ensure that workers and learners are information literate (including 

having higher order skills). Today, universities and its employees are given 

formal instructions in information, visuals and technological literacy to create 

meaningful content with today’s tools. Educational institutions are required 

to establish and develop methods for teaching and evaluating these technical 

literacy’s at all levels of education. Employers are required to continuously 

engage in training, monitoring and professional developmental practices to 

achieve positive results in the workplace. 

Thus, deployment of ICT’s should be accompanied by simultaneous 

policies which supports equitable access to social institutions like education 

and health care. ICT’s facilitates broader public goods such as improved 

health care, literacy, civic responsiveness and equitable access to economic 

opportunity. Social capital is essential for the full leveraging of economic 

developmental potentials which can be achieved through the use of digital 

tools and telecommunications. 

Conclusion: 

From the discussion, it can be concluded that in order to develop a 

knowledge based society, application of ICT’s is very important as they 

are making dynamic changes in the society. They are playing salient roles 

in education, working places, entertainment and business. Moreover, they 

are influencing all the aspects of life. ICT’s greatly facilitate the absorption 
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and acquisition of knowledge, can open access to knowledge in different 

unimaginable ways. ICT’s can be considered as catalyst for change in 

working conditions, in accessing information and handling and exchanging 

information; teaching methods, learning approaches and scientific research. 

Thus, ICT’s application offers a developing society an unprecedentedly 

opportunities to enhance educational systems, widen the range of 

opportunities for the business and poor and improve policy making and 

execution. 
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WOMEN EMPOWERMENT THROUGH SELF HELP GROUPS 

ON SOCIO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL AREAS 

Jube Boruah Mondal* 

ABSTRACT 

Almost half of the population of India live in rural areas and 

large number of population live in below poverty line. The 

problem of rural poverty is increasing rapidly in India. The 

only way to reduce the poverty is to provide economic support 

to the rural people, mainly the rural women through the Self 

Help Groups (SHGs). Women are an integral part of our 

economy and they are the victims of a multiple socio – 

economic and cultural factor. Empowerment of women is a 

necessary condition for nation’s economic development and 

social upliftment. Self Help Groups (SHGs) is not a micro 

credit project but also an empowerment process. 

(Keywords: Women Empowerment, Rural development, Self 

Help Groups (SHGs), Socio-economic, Poverty.) 

Introduction: 

The term Women Empowerment is first announced in the year 2001 

in India. It is a term that has gained currency in the human development 

and government discourse. Women’s are lagging behind just because of 

not getting proper or appropriate education .In India women are deprived 

of basic needs and education. Education is the main component for women 

empowerment which is out of reach for many Indian women’s. According 

to the census report of 2011, 82.14% literate person are male whereas 

only 65.46% women are literate which shows the educated society is 

dominated by male in India . In India majority population live in rural areas 

and women living in rural areas have no ideas about the importance of 

women’s empowerment as they are not properly educated. 
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In order to improve the socio – economic condition of the population 

of any country, it has become prerequisite to empower women by enhancing 

and ensuring their role to the optimal level . 

The idea of Women Empowerment was introduced at the World 

Women’s Conference in 1985. In India , the empowering women was 

focused in the Eight Five year plan (1992 – 1997) at the grass – roots level 

and empowering women through translating the recently adopted National 

policy for Empowerment of Women (2001) into action ensuring survival , 

protection and development of women and children through right based 

approach was taken care in Tenth Five year plan (2002 – 2007) 

Women and Self Help Groups: 

The Self Help Groups (SHGs) are the most significant groups in 

bringing about socio – economic changes in our society. The participation 

of women in Self Help Groups (SHGs) made a significant impact on their 

empowerment both in social and economic aspects. The United Nations 

Development (UNDP) in its report in 1995 had clearly stated that unless 

women are engendered they will be endangered. According to the latest 

Global Human Development Report 2014, India ranks 135 in Human 

Development Index and ranks 132 in Gender Related Development Index 

among 187 countries which are adjusted for gender inequalities. The report 

advised attention regarding status of women globally, otherwise gender 

inequality will have a negative impact on economic growth. 

Today Self Help Groups (SHGs) have become the vehicle for 

changing the poor and marginalized group of our society for the better by 

assisting women in adapting to entrepreneurial activities. The successful 

functioning of Self Help Groups (SHGs) will definitely lead to economic 

independence of women increase their bargaining power in the society 

and will empower women both socially and economically which will 

ultimately strengthen the society and economy. 

Concept of Self Help   Groups (SHGs)   and   Rural Development: 

The Self Help Groups (SHGs) method is used by the government, 

NGOs and other world- wide. Thousands of the poor and the marginalized 
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population in India building their lives, their families and their society through 

Self Help Groups (SHGs). 

Self Help Groups (SHGs) is a village based committee usually 

composed of 10 – 20 members mainly poor people having homogeneous 

socio – economic background. A Self Help Groups (SHGs) is defined as 

a “Self governed, peer controlled information group of people with similar 

socio economic background and having a desire to collectively perform 

common purpose. “This concept derives its roots from Bangladesh and 

India has adopted the model in a modified form. They come together for 

the purpose of solving their common problems through self and 

mutual help. 

Rural Development generally refers the improvement of quality life, 

standard of living of the people living in the rural areas. The term “Rural 

Development” consist of various factors like physical, technological ,socio 

– economic and economic factors . 

Objective and Importance of Self Help Groups (SHGs): 

 To examine the role of Self Help Groups in developing socio 

economic status of rural women. 

 To alleviate rural poverty and increase employment 

opportunity. 

 To promote income generating activities in rural household 

women. 

Function of Self Help Groups: 

To achieve or gain their actual goals and objective the Self 

Help Groups (SHGs) are taking various steps such as —— 

 Small Saving Mobilization 

 Arrangement of funds 

 Records and Account 

 Training and Development Activities 

 Members – oriented Action approaches 

 Linkages 
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Let us discuss these various steps in brief: 

(a) Small Savings Mobilization: 

Howsoever small they may be should be made in order to mobilize 

financial resource. The idea is to generate the habit of saving from whatever 

income is earned in the household. 

(b) Arrangement of funds: 

In smaller quantities but in time. As a micro-finance institution the 

SHG should be able to provide credit to the members. It is also expected 

that the members return the money borrowed in time, in full, and with 

interest so that other members also benefit . 

(c) Records and Account: 

Is the most crucial aspect of management of the SHG as well as of 

confidence building among the members. The SHG has to ensure that all 

accounts and the books of account are up to date and maintained to ensure 

transparency and accuracy. Good accounts reflect the goodwill of the 

organisation and ensure its credibility. Properly kept records are not only 

of reference value but also useful in future planning and decision-making . 

(d) Training and Development Activities: 

Self-Help Groups need constant support, assistance, guidance and 

advice from the promoters and other development agencies. They need 

constant monitoring, training and education support in order to help them 

improve their working capacities and capabilities. The members might need 

some exposure and interaction. They might also need some equipment 

and technology support. SHGs need to continue improve their capacities. 

(e) Members-oriented Action approaches: 

Members-oriented action approaches are conceived and 

implemented which are recommended and demanded by the members. 

Most of these programmes are social and economic and even cultural. 

Such programmes are also usually the agenda of the development projects 

which promote SHGs. Programmes can be educational, additional income- 
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generation, off-farm activities, labour-intensive activities, watershed-related 

and public works construction activities, harnessing water resources for 

drinking and irrigation, health, education, vocational training etc. etc. 

Development programmes can be directed at women, youth or farmers. 

(f) Linkages with financial institutions: 

Linkages with financial institutions /Government Organisations and 

other agencies. The SHG considers developing relationship with the financial 

institutions e.g.co-operative bank or the rural branch of a commercial bank, 

or others, and also relationship with the governmental organisations and 

other development agencies. 

Impact of Self-help Group: 

(a) Saving and Financial Decision Making: 

One of the primary benefits of participation in a SHG is the 

opportunity to save regularly, access formal savings institutions and 

participate in the management of these savings. They save regularly, have 

their own bank accounts and make deposits into these accounts. SHG is 

having a good impact on members, in their ability to save their hard earned 

money.. The financial mobility due to participation in the SHG has led to an 

improvement in the quality of life, according to some of the successful 

groups. Overall, many families were able to address their basic needs 

better than before. Some of NGOs reports have shown that the record on 

the repayment of loans by women was often better than that of men, and 

that women were also more likely to spend the income earned, on their 

families, leading to improved health and nutrition of the poor population 

and for improving the quality of their lives. 

(b) Employment: 

The implementation of SHG has generated Self-employment 

opportunities for the rural poor people . The Government of India released 

Rs.11, 486 Crore under the program; bank credit mobilization is Rs.19, 

017; Total subsidy provided is Rs.9, 318 Cr. The program helped many 

participants in improving their economic conditions. After joining the self 
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help group the women are economically and socially empowered. This 

empowerment cannot be transformed or delivered it must be self 

generated such that it enables those who are empowered to take control 

over their lives. 

(c) Decision-making within the household: 

The social impact of the SHG program increased involvement in 

Decision-making, awareness about various programs and organisations, 

increased access to such organisations, increased expenditure on Health 

and Marriage events ,there is a Change in the attitude of male members of 

the families, now they are convinced about the concept of SHG and 

encourage women to participate in the meetings and women reported that 

they have savings in their name and it gives them confidence and increased 

self respect. Within family the respect and status of women has increased. 

Children Education has improved significantly. Especially girl education 

was very low but now SHG members are sending their children including 

girls to school. The Sanitation in members households has improved and it 

has led to better health in members families. Now women are taking 

treatment from qualified doctors, even if they have to travel to nearby 

towns. Members are now confident enough to raise social status. 

(d) Participation in local government: 

Because of SHG, women know about their local political institutions 

such as the Gram Panchayats and have better knowledge of where to 

report certain types of grievances. As part of the political empowerment 

process, it is a pertinent fact that many women have not only been elected 

to the Grama Panchayats but have become the role holders too. In a 

majority of the cases, the women perceived themselves as now having 

some influence over decisions in the political life of village, and in a smaller 

number of cases, the women named their participation and influence in 

village political life as an important and note-worthy change. However, in 

general, the opportunities available to the women to participate in village 

life were limited, as most of the village processes were still being male- 

dominated and patriarchal. Though the SHGs generate positive impact on 
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the rural economy through empowering women and enhancing the rural 

income of those participant households, the issue of group size has been of 

long standing concern. 

(e) Communication Level of Members: 

Microfinance movement is having a good impact on members, in 

their ability to express their feelings and has made people more confident 

to express themselves. 

(f) Self Confidence among Members: 

The group formation brought out the hidden talent and leadership 

qualities among the members. Therefore, it can be concluded that after 

joining the SHG the members have improved their status in family, become 

helpful in family finance and sometimes helped others too. “Now they get 

respected in the village society and have a definite identity in society. Family 

members think of them as a working woman and encourage them in their 

work”. Improve their knowledge of banking, of how to undertake the 

different banking transactions, as also of dealing with government officials. 

They now feel confident about these things. They too feel an improvement 

in their social status. Family members changed their attitudes towards 

them after they started participating in the SHG. They now regard them 

brave women. The people of the village too give much more respect than 

before”. Family members seek her opinion in many of the family decisions. 

Moreover, people from the society in general respect Change in Family 

Violence Involvement with SHG has reduced this violence in 25 per cent 

cases especially due to reduction in economic difficulties. In most of cases 

the members revealed that their husbands should also be involved in SHGs. 

(g) Frequency of Interaction: 

With Outsiders Members generally, got lesser opportunity to interact 

with bankers, Government officials, NGOs and others in the Pre-SHG 

period. It can be seen that in the Pre SHG period 25 per cent of the 

members were not interacting with officials whereas after associating with 

SHGs, 91 per cent members had interacted with the outsiders and out of 



Journal of Humanities and Social Science Research, Vol-III/No-1 & 2 (combined)/2017/ ISSN-2395-5171 

37 

 

 

 
 

total 44 per cent have interacted more than 4 times with outsiders. This 

interaction helped them to articulate their problems and improved their 

self-confidence. 

(h) Community Participation: 

SHG members undertook a lot of community activities which they 

earlier could not have imagined them self to have done. They distributed 

school uniforms to poor students; they undertook a plantation drive, distributed 

pen and notebook sets to poor students and donated some money to a 

charity during a national calamity. They participated in several social 

initiatives like the “Clean Village Drive” and other such social upliftment 

programmes since their involvement in the SHG. They organized a small 

function on India’s Republic day. Perspective of the Social Worker Women 

who have participated in this have benefited economically. They are now 

able to buy household goods like televisions, furniture, telephones, jewellery 

and most importantly are able to save for the future. “Now they are much 

more confident in their dealings with government officials, bank officials, 

electricity board officials, Medical officers, the revenue officer, health 

scheme officials etc. They also participate in elections. Moreover, they 

make use of the various government welfare schemes available” 

(i) SHGs and Environmental Management 

Research and policy has tended to focus on the relationship between 

poverty and. They are victims in that they are more likely to live in 

ecologically vulnerable areas, agents in that they may have no option but 

deplete environmental resources thus contributing to environmental 

degradation. As a result of increasing awareness, social conditions and 

poverty alleviation, are necessary to support environmental sustainability 

.Today SHGs have a role to play in poverty alleviation through 

empowerment of women in India. Moreover, women tend a greater 

involvement in environmentally sustainable activities and environmental 

management than men. Therefore, involvement of women in development 

programmes through SHGs can effectively increase awareness of society 

to ward environmental sustainability. 
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Shortcomings’ of the Self-help Group: 

Though it was considered as a wonderful program by many, the 

program failed on many counts is provided as follows: 

(a) Challenge of take off 

The program supported promotion of 292 thousand SHGs in the 

first year, i.e. 1999 – 00.The number remains around this level in all 

subsequent years with wide fluctuations from year to year. Similarly, 214 

thousand groups passed Grade – I, in the second year of the program, i.e. 

2000 – 01. It remains around this level in all subsequent years. Though 

there is significant growth in the number of groups that passed Grade – II, 

groups which have taken up economic activities are less. In total only 685 

thousand groups have taken up economic activities. It is a little over one- 

fifth of groups promoted in the scheme. 

(b) Funds allocation and utilization 

The allocation of funds for the SGSY scheme by both central and 

states governments was Rs.1, 472 cr. in 1999 – 00, the first year of the 

program. In the subsequent 7 years, the allocation remained below that of 

the first year. It was nearly half of the first year allocation in 2001 – 02 

and 2002 – 03. The total amount allocated for the program during 10 years 

is Rs.14, 467 cr. It is less than half of the budgetary allocation of Rs.30, 

100 cr. for NREG in just one year, i.e. 2009 – 10. The principal reason for 

stagnation in funds allocation is non-cooperation of banks. The allocated 

meagre amounts were not fully utilized even in one year during the last 10 

years program period. Total utilization is 74% of funds made available. 

However, the utilization ratios are increasing over the years. It has increased 

from 49% in 1999 – 00 to 86% in 2003 – 04. It remains well over 80% in 

the subsequent years. Though there is provision for utilizing of 10% of 

allocated funds for training and another 20% for development of critical 

infrastructure, utilization of funds in these two activities is quite less and 

relatively more funds were used for providing subsidies and grants to SHGs 

and individual Swarozgaris. As a result the program is often known as 

subsidy oriented program 
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(c) Low survival rate of promoted micro-enterprises 

Many assisted Swarozgaris are either reluctant to create or acquire 

the planned assets or were disposing them immediately after acquiring 

Improvement of Self-help Group: 

Suggestions for designing the NRLM As three-fourths of households 

in the country are either poor or vulnerable, NRLM may cover all willing 

rural households, irrespective their BPL or APL status, in the SHG program 

for effective financial inclusion. It may be divided into two sub-programs, 

viz. Financial Inclusion and Livelihood promotion. Two programs may be 

implemented sequentially. The first five years may be totally focusing on 

promotion and strengthening of SHG institutions and later focus may be on 

setting up of small and medium enterprises under SHG federations. 

Suggestions to promote Financial Inclusion: 

1. SHG banking may be allowed to function as core banking 

activity without any outside interference like target fixing, 

interest cap, loan size, etc. 

2. The Government may promote quality SHGs through village/ 

cluster level; sub-district/ block level and district level 

federations. 

3. Wherever banks are not accessible or not responsive, 

federations may be prepared to take up financial intermediation 

4. Promoting agencies play a crucial role in developing quality 

institutions. Promoting agencies may be given adequate 

financial and capacity building resources and timeframe. 

It may be kept in mind that a proper role transformation strategy 

and implementation of the same in letter and spirit is essential for the 

development of peoples institutions. After joining SHG the income levels 

of the respondents have increased and with the help of increased income 
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level they could overcome the poverty. Loan facility is available for all the 

members without any restriction. Thus SHGs are formed with the idea of 

mobilizing small savings from the members. SHGs are not treated as 

financial system but they are formed with a view to social and economic 

change of the rural people especially for the rural women. Proper emphasis 

should be given to group lending and SHGs formulation for alleviate poverty. 

In avoiding of any misuse of money, there should be a need of proper 

regulating authority at each level such as saving, depositing, and money 

lending. Periodical training programme at regular intervals to group members 

may be organised by the NGOs and other Government officials to aware 

about bank loan, proper accounts keeping, self management, decision 

making etc. Attendance at meeting and workshops should be made 

mandatory so that the members can enhance their group cohesiveness. 

Women should be properly educated so that they will enhance the capability 

to manage communities and community projects. The NGOs and the State 

government must also monitor at a regular interval the overall performance 

of SHGs and the members included in it. There is a need for establishing a 

computerized MIS for SHGs and SHG federations to monitor their 

performance on a regular basis. 

Present Status of Self Help Groups: 

Even after more than 67 years of planning , various poverty alleviation 

programmes , official estimates shows that around 26.1% of total population 

still lives below the poverty line , the financial requirement is one of the 

basic needs of the poor rural people of the society for their socio – economic 

upliftment . 

Conclusion: 

SHG Programme clearly plays a central role in the lives of the poor. 

The programme in various blocks all seem to be very successful in reaching 

poor clients ; there is evidence of increased household income. This is a 

very significant indicator of impact. Standard of living for the people 

participants has increased and also the food security is much more for the 
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clients. Programme loans are one of the main ways clients overcome food 

insecurity with sickness, disease, emergencies and crises, where programme 

participants seem to transfer the loan source from friends and moneylenders 

to SHG loans to meet these expenses. At the individual level, there is 

evidence that the programme attracts already relatively empowered people 

and that empowerment occurs among some clients through peoples 

participation. The process of empowerment manifests itself in increased 

self-participation is also associated with changes in decision-making at the 

family level. Program participants are far more aware about the various 

programs and organizations and have an access to these organisations. 

Microfinance is playing a significant role in alleviate poverty and rural 

development. Since women are the sole family caretaker, proper emphasis 

should be given to the rural women and for empowering the rural women 

finance is required. Microfinance to the rural SHGs is a way to raise the 

income level and improve the living standards of the rural women. The 

Self Help Groups have proved the way for economic independence of 

rural women. Thus, it can be concluded that the self help groups contribute 

substantially in pushing the conditions of the female population up and 

through that chip in poverty eradication as well.. Let us hope that better 

solutions coming up to implement the programme in effective and efficient 

ways and means in the near future. Self-help Groups have been playing 

considerable role in training of Swarozgaris, infrastructure development, 

marketing and technology support, communication level of members, self 

confidence among sample members, change in family violence, frequency 

of interaction with outsiders, change in the saving pattern of SHG members, 

change in the cumulative saving pattern of SHG members per month, 

involvement in politics, achieving social harmony, achieving social justice, 

involvement in community action, sustainable quality and accountability, equity 

within SHGs, defaults and recoveries, and sustainability - financial value. 

Women are an integral part and Self Help Groups is the vehicle 

for changing the poor and marginal group of women. 
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TELEVISION ADVERTISEMENT AND THE CHANGING 

BEHAVIOR OF YOUTHS 

Dr Chayanika Sarma* 

The youth culture in contemporary India is changing at a 

rapid speed. These changes are visible in changing dress 

habit, food habit, moral values, behavior etc. The changes 

in food habit and dress habit can be termed as changes 

in materialistic culture of youths while the changes in 

moral values and behavior implies changes in non 

materialistic culture. 

Society is a changing process. The values, morals and cultural 

sanctity of a society are often influenced by some external factors. Media 

is such a factor which has touched every aspect of individual’s life in 

contemporary society. It is so obvious that media has affected the Indian 

society to a great extent in last five decades. The coming of improved 

satellite channels and especially foreign channels has introduced many 

changes in the tradition bound Indian society. The social and cultural pattern 

of the society has been influenced to a great extent by media. Media 

generally means an institution which uses the sophisticated technologies 

for the communication of ideas. This institution also uses the sophisticated 

technologies for the purpose of information and entertainment. Some of 

the important and popular media are newspaper, television, radio, books, 

magazines etc. 

There are two kinds of media, one is print media and the other is 

electronic media. Print media is generally in disposable form. It is the 

publication in printed form which includes books, magazines, newspaper 

etc. They are published daily, weekly, biweekly, monthly, bimonthly or 

quarterly. Newspapers are the most common mass media in printed form. 

Newspapers usually contain the issues of public affairs and also event 
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reporting. Certain amount of entertainment can also be found in a 

newspaper. (http://www2.uncp.edu/home/acurtis/Courses/  

ResourcesForCourses/ PrintMedia.html) 

Those media which use the electronic or electromechanical energy 

for the audience to access the content is called electronic media. (http:// 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electronic_media) Some of the examples of popular 

electronic media are radio, sound recording, video recording, television, 

internet etc. 

Television came to India in the year 1959. It captured the minds of 

the people in a very short span of time. Television is in a better position as 

it is a combination of audio visual medium. 

Television has three major roles to play- to educate, to inform and to 

entertain though it is not possible to place these three functions in a 

watertight compartment of definitions. (Saksena, 1997) It has become a 

member of the family as it provides comfort like family members and it 

also accompanies when one is alone. (Silverstone, 1994) Though the 

availability of foreign channels and the contents of these channels were a 

cultural shock for tradition bound Indian society, yet, the people of India 

had accepted this shock with great enthusiasm. (Traber, 2003) 

Television can be a powerful teacher. It can also be a powerful tool 

to bring changes in the society. Some programmes instigate the youths to 

take action. For example, the reality show like Satyameva Jayate is such 

a programme which is really been successful in involving people and at 

least making people aware of the various social problems and stigmas 

prevailing in the society. Again serials like balika vadhu or yeh pyar na 

hoga kam or rishton se badi pratha deals with various social issues like 

child marriage, inter caste marriage and honour killing respectively. These 

programmes atleast presented the problems in front of the society. 

The youth culture in contemporary India is changing at a rapid speed. 

These changes are visible in changing dress habit, food habit, moral values, 

behavior etc. The changes in food habit and dress habit can be termed as 

http://www2.uncp.edu/home/acurtis/Courses/
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changes in materialistic culture of youths while the changes in moral values 

and behavior implies changes in non materialistic culture. The dress habit 

of youths’ is changing to a great extent especially in the urban areas. In 

the contemporary India, girls are seen wearing and adopting different attires 

from different places. For example ‘Salwar Kameez’ which is a North 

Indian attire can be seen in every nook and corner of Assam. This change 

is visible in the society. Again, the change in food habit is also visible in the 

society. The younger lot of people today love to experiment with different 

kinds of food from different places. 

Television has introduced two new kinds of food habits. One is 

obesity while the other is known as eating disorder. The term couch potato 

has been popularized with the coming of television. Couch potato refers to 

overweight person who is used to sit in front of the television for a very 

long period. This type of people consumes much more calories while 

watching television and these calories come mostly from junk foods. The 

advertisements shown in the television for the junk food is so attractive 

that it tempted the youngsters to a great extent. Again the coming up of 

new restaurants in the city which is mostly promoted by the television 

attracts a lot of people. National and international food culture is mergering 

without boundaries. Italian pasta or Chinese noodles can be made at home 

easily watching the recipes in the television. It has totally changed the 

food habit of the young generation. The second impact is the eating disorder. 

It can mostly be found among the young girls though young boys are also 

not lagging behind. In order to get a figure like the FTV models the young 

generation avoid eating which in the later period leads to many health 

problems. This type of youngsters is affected by the thin models shown on 

the television. 

These changes can be related to the viewing of television. According 

to the cultivation theory which is also known as cultivation analysis or 

cultivation hypothesis television shapes and cultivates the notion of social 

reality of its viewers in a society and it ultimately leads to the shaping of 

culture. (Gupta, 2006) The cultivation theory which is developed by George 
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Gerbner claims that heavy viewing of television has a measurable effect 

on the minds and the perceptual world of the viewers. Therefore the 

viewers tend to develop some attributes from the programmes they watch. 

(http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/comm321/gwalker/effec tsm edia.htm) 

Cultivation theory which examines the long term effect of television 

watching, states that more time spending in front of television makes the 

viewers believe what television presents. 

This theory can be related to the development of a false notion that 

those people who wear branded clothes and who drive luxury cars are the 

important people in the society than those who do not have access to all 

these products. And the younger lot starts judging people by the things 

they own rather than their position or their knowledge. (http:// 

www.cybercollege.com/frtv/frtv032.htm) They also start feeling that these 

products are necessary for their social survival. (Schor,2004) Television 

has produced a generation who measures success and happiness in terms 

of the latest products they have owned. In a sense, television has produced 

a generation which is materialistic in nature. (http:// 

charismaassembly.blogspot.in/ 2009_03_ 01_archive.html) 

Again this theory can be linked with the changes in the non 

materialistic culture of the youths. Sometimes the youths do not directly 

copy the role models but they knowingly or unknowingly acquire some 

views, attitudes or behavioural norms projected by television characters. 

For instance, the advertisements on the television have immensely 

influenced the purchasing behavior of the youths. Television has produced 

a generation called commercialized children in the urban areas. 

Advertisements create needs in the minds of people. (http:// 

www.cybercollege. com/frtv/frtv032.htm) Gifting diamond to the wife 

cannot be the most important part of a husband wife relationship as depicted 

in the advertisements. Or, making packet food for the kids coming back 

from a hectic school schedule cannot be a healthy solution. 

Advertising is a communication form which intends to convince an 

audience to purchase the advertised products, ideas or services. It 

http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/comm321/gwalker/effec
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communicates an idea to the viewers. The history of advertising can be 

traced back to ancient Egyptian era where the sales messages were written 

on papyrus. Again the displays of political campaigns had also been found 

in the ruins of Pompeii and ancient Arabia. 17th century witnessed the 

printing advertisements mostly about books and medicines which appeared 

in weekly newspapers in England. The French newspaper La Presse 

became the first newspaper to include paid advertisement in 1836. 

Advertising is the process which aims at commercially promoting 

goods and services so that it can influence its sale. One of the major 

advantages of advertising is that it informs the buyers about the options 

available in the market so that it becomes easier for the buyers to select 

the product among the options available. The non commercial 

advertisements like AIDS, deforestation, family planning etc have a positive 

impact upon the viewers. 

There are three main functions of advertising- communicate, inform 

and persuade. (http://www.blurbez.com/article/effect -of- 

advertisementvertising-on-child-psychology/) It also acts as a mediator 

between the producer of goods and services and the consumer. (Menon 

and Gandhi, 1997) 

But if we analyse the messages send by these advertisements then 

it can be seen that these are not very positive messages. Like for instance, 

in the fairness cream advertisements, it is shown that Indians have an 

attraction for the fair skin. It may be an impact of colonization. But the 

prejudice fair is beautiful has been totally promoted, exaggerated and 

established by these fairness creams. These creams have made an 

impression that to get a good job, or respect in the society or the love of 

life what matters is the colour of the skin. The messages provided in the 

fairness cream advertisements are that to get a good job neither the 

educational qualification nor the zest for work is important. What is 

important is the colour of the skin. To get respect in the society or to have 

a say in the important matters of life neither the personality nor the 

intelligence matters. What matters is the colour of the skin. To get the love 

http://www.blurbez.com/article/effect-of-
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of life, neither the sincerity nor the emotion matters. What matters is the 

colour of the skin. So in short, to be worthwhile in the society, the most 

important thing is the fairer complexion and one can win the world. One 

can get everything in life if she has a fair complexion. The Fair and Lovely 

advertisement comes with the tagline “Fair and Lovely: The Power of 

Beauty,” negating all the other qualifications of a girl emphasizing on her 

outer beauty specially her fair skin. (http://query.nytimes.com/gst/ 

fullpage.html? res=f3081ffa3f540c738fddac0894df404482) 

The advertisement of Fair and Lovely put emphasis on the point 

that a girl can get a good job and a good lover only if she is fair. It sends a 

negative message to the society. The Fair and Lovely advertisement 

showing a model being rejected only because of her dark skin colour and 

afterwards being accepted after using Fair and Lovely definitely sends 

wrong message to the viewers. It will also hamper the self confidence of 

dark skinned women. 

Again the Pond’s Dream Fairness cream adds another clause to 

the fair and beautiful concept. This advertisement implies that the young 

generation of today is not at all happy with only fair skin. Though fair skin 

is essential to get something in life but this Pond’s Dream Cream also 

helps in getting a soft and fresh skin which boosts the morals of the young 

girl. The Pond’s Fair and Young advertisement shows a husband who is 

crazy for his wife because of her fair and young skin. The wife gets unlimited 

attention from her husband and the credit goes to the Pond’s Fair and 

Young Cream. The same theme has been applied by the Nivea Fairness 

Cream advertisement. In this advertisement the husband keeps calling his 

wife because she has become fairer after applying the magical Nivea 

Fairness Cream. The Emami Naturally Fair Pearl can give any woman a 

spotless fair pearl like complexion in four weeks. The Shehnaz Hussain 

Fair One Cream gives a woman the power to transform her not so steady 

boyfriend to a committed one. The boy who looks up for another girl while 

sitting with her becomes mesmerized with her beauty once she starts 

applying the Fair One Cream. The fact is that the fair skin colour cannot 

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/
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replace the merit and ability of a person as shown in the advertisements. 

These fairness cream advertisements send negative messages in the society. 

But it is worth mentioning here that the weekly English magazine Outlook 

India, in its issue of 3rd November, 2008, reported that “the Indian obsession 

with ‘white skin’ begins early these days. Now, childless Indian couples 

aspiring for offspring have a large roster of demands: fairer skin, light hair 

and blue/ green eyes. And they are thronging sperm banks and fertility 

centres across the country looking for foreign donors to ensure that they 

get it. And the number of those who want their progeny to have 

characteristics different from their own physical profile is also growing.” 

In some advertisements the husbands are shown doing household 

works. But the point is that the advertisements have shown the husband 

doing kitchen work only when it is a special occasion. It implies that it is 

not the duty of the husbands to do household works though sometimes 

they may do it on special occasions. 

Another example of advertisement which sends a negative message 

is the LIC Insurance advertisement where it is shown that a widow has 

performed her responsibilities very well which includes giving good education 

to her son and getting her daughter marry. It definitely leads to bias. 

In a advertisement of Tanishque Wedding Jewellery, the father and 

daughter has been shown disagreeing on a match that the father searches 

for her daughter. Suddenly the mother stops the car and gets off the car to 

a Tanishque showroom where the wedding jewelleries are on display. When 

the father and the daughter enters the shop the daughter gets attracted to 

the jewellery and tries it. Then they come to know that it’s a wedding 

jewellery and her mother asks her to take it off as she is not interested in 

marriage. The next scene shows the daughter asking her father about the 

groom which clearly indicates that she wants to get married. The message 

in the advertisement is that the jewellery that makes you wants to marry. 

Again, the mother texts her husband that 25 saal ho gaye abhitak aurat 

ke bare me kuch nahi seekha. ( its been 25 years and you still did not 

learn anything about an woman.) Most surprisingly in this advertisement 
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the daughter has been shown as an independent woman driving her own 

car and taking her parents out. But the point which is clearly stated by this 

advertisement is that a piece of jewellery is enough for even a modern 

independent woman to convince her to get married to an unknown person. 

This implies that the woman is way too immature and what she exactly 

wants in a marriage is the designer pieces of jewellery and other things 

taking a second position. Again the text that the mother sends to her husband 

implies that this is the scenario for last 25 years and nothing has changed 

about the mentality of women which is very degrading. 

These kinds of advertisements are helping in sending a negative 

influence in the society. It hampers the status and individuality of a woman. 

It projects woman as mother, daughter and wives rather that an individual. 

Women are mainly shown doing household works like cooking, washing, 

cutting vegetables, receiving guests, serving them tea etc. On the other 

hand, men are projected in different roles like engineers, contractors, 

salesman, astronaut etc. (Gandhi, 1995) 

As against the negative projection of women in media like show 

piece or sex object, in contemporary television there is some positive 

approach towards the presentation of women in television and media. The 

advertisement of Santoor Deodorant projects woman as stronger than man 

where she jumps and runs to office and reach office before her male 

counterpart to give a presentation. 

Unlike the Fair and Lovely advertisements, the advertisement of 

Pond’s Talcom Powder presents a woman working as civil engineer under 

the burning sun. It sends the message that the product helps her in feeling 

fresh while working in outdoors. It is just opposite to the Fair and Lovely 

advertisements which draw the conclusion that those women who apply 

Fair and Lovely can get their love. 

The advertisements in the television also project the image of modern 

women. Here mention may be made of the advertisement of Kinetic Honda 

Pleasure, which shows a girl enjoying the ride of the kinetic two wheeler. 

It has a message with it which clearly states that why should boys have 
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all the fun. It represents the equality between man and woman. Again 

she is also portrayed as a strong and confident woman who can handle 

her house efficiently. 

Again the advertisements of diamond jewelry represent the modern 

strong and independent Indian women. The tagline of Kiah Diamond 

Jewelry ‘you are the occasion’ definitely sends a positive message to the 

society. This brand has chosen Sushmita Sen as their brand ambassador. 

She is the symbol of modern independent women who has achieved 

worldwide acclaim and created a space of her own. The Kiah Brand believes 

that the women need no reason for celebration as they are the occasion. 

These advertisements help the women in establishing the fact that 

the status of a woman is no more dependent on the colour of their skin and 

they are capable of enjoying equal status with man. It also reflects the fact 

that they are not meant to be limited to household works only. 

Advertisements repeat the presentation of products many times a 

day which capture the minds of the young people. Advertisements stimulate 

the need and desire in the minds of the youths which cannot be fulfilled in 

most of the times due to the middle class status. This may lead to resentment 

in their minds against their parents as well as existing social set up which 

is indeed very harmful for them only. Again, the parents also try to fulfill 

the high class dreams and desires of their children influenced by television, 

for which they need more money ultimately leading to corruption in the 

society. In the greed of buying for their children the best product available 

in the market, the parents often need to resort to corruption as their 

middle class income cannot achieve the lavish and luxurious lifestyle shown 

on television. 
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PEACE AND BUDDHIST PHILOSOPHY 

Mouchumi Shyam Pangyuk* 

Buddhism a religion and Philosophy founded by Buddha in the six 

century before the Christian era. At that time in India insincere Priests 

traded on religion. They deceived the people. People followed the irreligious 

priests and performed meaningless rituals. At such critical situation Buddha 

was born to reform the society. Philosophy of Buddhism concerns with 

establishment of peace in the world and searching the truth. According to 

the teaching of Buddhism Peace or war is our decision. It completely 

depends on people’s mind. So mind is the root of presence and absence of 

peace. Therefore, Buddha has explained in his teaching how to control 

our mind and has given some ways to attain peace. Through this paper 

attempt is made to study how to achieve peace from the perspective of 

Buddhism. 

Objective: 

The main objective of the study is to highlight the ways forwarded 

by Buddha to establish peace. 

Methodology: 

This study is based on descriptive method with the application of 

secondary data. The secondary data are collected from different books 

and internet sources. 

Reason for establishing a new Philosophy: 

Siddhartha ( the earlier name of Buddha) was the prince of 

Kapilavasthu, a small kingdom in Nepal . Queen Maya gave birth Siddhartha 

at a beautiful garden of Lumbini. Maya and her husband Suddhana named 

their son “Siddhartha” which means “ the one who has brought about all 

good.” Siddhartha from his childhood was different from others. He was 

kind to all living things . This made him well – loved by everyone. He was 
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too gentle and sensitive. He sat alone in garden . To create concentration 

toward his family and how to rule a kingdom king Suddhana arranged his 

marriage with a beautiful princes Yosdhara . After marriage father king 

Suddhana ensured that his son led a sheltered life without knowing anything 

about suffering . But the prince was curious to the world outside. 

When the prince went out the palace with charioteer channa he 

saw four significant visions. First he saw a old man crying out in a mouthful 

voice. It was the first shock for the prince. On next visit he saw a sick 

man lying on the ground. Third time he saw a group of lamenting people 

bearing a dead body on their shoulders. From Channa he learned that no 

one can escape from old age , sickness and death. 

When Siddhartha returned to the place he thought to find a way to 

eliminate all these ailment. He liked to sit lonely and not interested to 

learn how to rule a kingdom. 

After the three visions he saw a recluse moving slowly with down- 

cast eyes and calm. Channa said that the recluse left his home to search 

truth and to live a life of purity. This vision helped him to make a strong 

decision to renounce his luxurious life, wife and son Rahul and adopted 

ascetical life. 

In forest he engaged on deep meditation to search how to achieve 

peace and truth. He attained supreme enlightenment on the full moon of 

vesakha. After enlightenment he began to think what to do in future? Who 

should he teach first. At last he decided to give his first sermon to five 

ascetics who were his friends. 

Teaching of Buddhism for attaining peace: 

The main aim of Buddhism is to attain peace by eliminating sorrow 

in the world. Therefore the Philosophy concerns with how to develop 

peace and good conduct. According to the Philosophy of Buddhism war 

and peace is the result of our decision. Decision depends on the state of 

mind. So there is a necessity to keep away our mind from any kind of 

harmful thinking. Covetousness, anger jealousy create trouble in mind. In 

such situation people take some wrong decision and suffer from many 
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problems. In Buddhist philosophy the state which is free from suffering, 

full of joy and peace known as “Nirvana’’. 

Buddha has forwarded eight steps to remove affliction in world 

which is known as eightfold path or middle way. 

1) Right View:- We must try to see the reality . Compassionately 

and wisely we should take decision in our life. 

2) Right Thought:- According to Buddhist philosophy thought 

should be clear and kind which build good , strong character. 

3) Right Speech:- If I speak kindly and helpful to other everyone 

will respect and love me. 

4) Right Conduct:- Others know us from our behavior . 

Therefore , we should behave such a way that our weakness 

is not come to other’s observance . 

5) Right livelihood:- We should choose only the job which never 

hurt other. Otherwise we will suffer from the result of our 

action. 

6) Right mindfulness:- To eliminate suffering we must aware of 

our thought , words and deeds. 

7) Right Effort :- We should not make an effort which harm 

ourselves and others and to do our best at all times. 

8) Right Concentration :- At a time focus should be on one 

thought or object. To create concentration Buddha mentioned 

about meditation. It helps to attain peace in mind. 

To build good conduct and to develop morality , there are five 

principles in Buddhism. These are: 

1) No Killing :- Buddha suggested that to everyone life is precious 

and has the right to live. 

2) No stealing:- We should learn to respect others property . 

Instead of stealing people should develop the habit of giving 

and taking care of things. 
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3) No sexual misconduct:- People should keep their natures 

pure and develop their virtue. Both man and woman should 

respect each other. 

4) No Lying:- Telling lie creates misunderstanding which bring 

trouble in mind. 

5) No Intoxication :- Intoxication is harmful for both of body 

and mind. A person may lose his wisdom and name for 

intoxication. 

There are four noble truth in Buddhist teaching which related with 

reality. First, everyone suffers from birth , sickness, old age and death. 

Besides these we also suffer from being those we dislike, not getting what 

we want, having all kinds of problems and disappointments . All these are 

unavoidable. 

Secondly Buddha explained that there are some causes of suffering. 

People are ignorant of the law of karma and away from truth. Karma 

means activity. If we do good for ourselves or others our situation will be 

good. 

People are self centered, so they are selfish. Selfishness gives 

poison in our minds and greed come to existence. People always desire to 

be higher than other . When they cannot fulfill their needs anger and 

hatred come into mind. Then emotional condition of mind destroy wisdom 

and compassion and then thoughts and actions emanate from wrong views. 

To end the suffering Buddha suggested that one must cut off greed 

and ignorance. So we should control our mind, try to change our views and 

way of living must be natural and then we will get peace in our life. When 

a person internally in peace that his life will be peaceful. Presence of 

internal peace brings existence of external peace. Fourthly Buddha gives 

eight steps to end suffering. These eight steps are known as noble eight 

fold path or as the middle way. 

Today we consider the quality of life upon material progress or 

external development. But quality of life should be justify upon development 

of peace or happiness. For material progress the world has become more 
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competitive. In the competitive world who can’t success to bring material 

progress frustration appear to him. The failure people lose their wisdom 

and emotionally take decision. Such decision can create conflict among 

people. Buddha taught that minds lead to peaceful speech and peaceful 

actions. If the minds of living beings are at peace the world will be peaceful. 

The main objective of Buddhism is to eliminate suffering. Buddha 

gives some ways to make our life peaceful. According to the philosophy 

war and peace is the result our decision. Therefore, reasons for war and 

conflict are not abstract. So when we take decision we must think about 

the result. Peace depends on mind not on material progress. Peaceful 

state of mind is the source of world peace. But at present time people are 

greedy for benefit, wealth and power. This is the reason that people in 

world suffer from problem and disappointments. 

Notes & References: 
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NUTRITIVE VALUE OF SOME INDIGENOUS FOOD PLANTS 

OF ASSAM 

Dr. Rumi Goswami Mahanta* 
 

Introduction: 

Indigenous food offers a positive dietary behavior and other 

perspective related to human health. In India, childhood malnutrition is 

severe and nearly half of the childhood deaths are related to malnutrition. 

According to WHO (2006), hunger and malnutrition are the single greatest 

threat to the world’s public health and malnutrition. Among many other 

causes. poverty, decreased food production and lack of nutritional 

knowledge signifies as most important causes of childhood malnutrition. 

One of the solutions to minimize this maladjustment is the use of new 

sources of food. Although many nutritious indigenous foods are available 

in nature, very little attention has been given to these as a source of 

nutrients. Wild and weedy species commonly used as vegetables in the 

past are disappearing as a result of changes in customs and land use. 

Local knowledge about the cultivation and management of these species 

is on the decline as well. At the same time, producers also lack knowledge 

of more efficient, intensive production and management techniques. There 

is also a lack of knowledge about nutritive value and cooking methods that 

minimize nutrients leaching during food preparation. 

In the present situation, the average calorie consumption by an Indian 

is about 2068 kilocalorie and protein 50.4 gm per day (NNMB, 1980) as 

against ICMR recommended intake of 2400 kilocalorie and 55 gm protein 

per day. This signifies poor quality of diet of an Indian. The inadequate 

food intake by individual and household is due to skyrocketing prices of 
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basic food stuffs like rice, wheat, sugar, potato and different vegetables, 

thus threatening food and nutrition security. Other reasons are – the seasonal 

native of some food produced in the country, extended family system 

including lack of nutritional knowledge and poverty as mentioned. The 

constraints in food intake are rooted in poverty such as –even when some 

basic food items are physically available in the market, they are still 

inaccessible because of high prices. 

Assam—in the North Eastern parts of India is famous for its 

medicinal as well as indigenous food plants. These food plants have the 

potential of improving the health and nutritional status of the population. 

But due importance has not been given to many of these materials as 

source of nutrients. Even though these foods have been consumed for 

many generations in various dishes, people are switching to other foods. 

Therefore it was thought of interest to analyse the nutritive value of some 

of the indigenous food plants of Assam which also has some medicinal 

uses in Assamese community Viz.- Adhatoda Vasica ( Local name-Bahak 

teeta), Paedina Foetida ( Local name- Bhedai lota), Mussaenda (Local 

name- Masundari), and Rumex sp.( Madhusuleng). Thus the present work 

is mainly concerned with an objective -to analyse the nutritive value of 

these food plants. 

Materials and methods: 

The raw samples of all four varieties of plants were collected, 

cleaned, washed, cut into small pieces, dried in the sun and then ground 

into powder form. These powders were stored in individual air tight 

containers for proximate analysis. The samples were analysed for the 

following nutrients—calcium, phosphorus, fiber, iron, vit-A (beta carotene), 

vit-B
1   

and B
2   

( thiamin & riboflavin ) and vit-C by using standard 

procedures specified by AOAC( 1984 ), Oser ( 1965 ), Srikantia ( 1976 ) 

and Maynard ( 1970 ). 
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Results and discussion: 

The percentage nutrient composition of the selected food plants are 

presented in table—1 

Table—1 

Nutrient composition of the selected food plants (Value per 

100 gm) 
 

 
Name o f the 

food plants 

 
Fibre 

( g) 

 
Calciu m 

(mg) 

 
Phosphorus 

(mg) 

 
Iron 

(mg) 

V it- A 

(micro 

gm) 

 
Vit-B1 

( mg) 

V it- 
B2  

(mg) 

 
Vit-C 

( mg) 

 

Bahak teeta 
 

0.86 
 

140.1 
 

39.6 
 

22.7 
 

5433 
 

3.20 
 

0.05 
 

15.40 

 
Bhedai lota 

 
0.98 

 
70.4 

 
24.8 

 
13.5 

 
725 

 
0.35 

 
0.15 

 
20.12 

 
Masundari 

 
0.66 

 
74.6 

 
38.8 

 
14.4 

 
8893 

 
0.23 

 
0.08 

 
5.60 

 
Madhusuleng 

 
0.61 

 
62.8 

 
16.4 

 
9.6 

 
3599 

 
0.03 

 
0.05 

 
11.9 

After analyzing the nutrient composition it was seen that-the nutritive 

value of these four plants selected are comparable with other varieties of 

common green leafy vegetables like- Amaranth, bathua leaves, bottle gourd 

leaves, mustard leaves etc. (Gopalan et. al, 1996). Bahak teeta has the 

highest iron content among all four plants (22.7 mg %) followed by 

masundari (14.4 mg %) and bhedai lota (13.5 mg %). Lowest amount was 

estimated in madhusuleng (9.6 mg %). The calcium content varied from 

62.8 mg % in madhusuleng to 140.1 mg % in bahak teeta. Bahak teeta, 

masundari and madhusuleng were found to contain more than 3000 

microgram of beta carotene /100 gms of the leaves. All the greens were 

found to contain a considerable amount of Thiamine (B
1
) and Riboflavin 

(B
2
) where as none of these greens had more than 20 mg % of Vit-C. 

Since no values have been reported by Gopalan et. al (1996) for these 

greens, comparisons were not available. When comparing these values 

with tender colocasia leaf, which is a common food plant, it has shown 
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that- nutritive value of these four plants is much higher than tender colocasia 

leaves. Barua (2002) revealed the calcium content in tender leaves of 

panchamukhi kachu is 1.55mg%. 

Conclusion: 

It was found from the present study that all these green leafy food 

plants are the store house of different micronutrients which can occupy a 

place in our dietary. Being an important easily available and low cost green 

leaves, it can be used by all sections of people. It requires no special 

treatment to grow these plants. Moreover, all these plants have been used 

as household medicines for different ailments by the rural people of Assam 

for years. Thus it has some medicinal uses also. Therefore efforts should 

be made to raise awareness regarding the use of these food plants so as to 

prevent micronutrient malnutrition among the population. 
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STATE RESPONSE AND POLICY INITIATIVES TOWARDS 

HEALTH SECURITY: AN ANALYSIS OF IMPLEMENTATION 

OF PLANTATION LABOUR RULES 1956 IN JORHAT DISTRICT 

Silpika Dutta* 
 

Introduction: 

The meaning of human security is not similar with that of traditional 

notion of security. The Concept of “ Security” can be traced back to 

the end of cold war. At that time security is understand in terms of 

nation’s security. A nation’s security has always depended on the type 

and level of military technology existing at a given time. Since human 

communities first came into contact with each other, security has 

been the chief interest of rulers and remains the overall prime 

national interest. Governments go to great lengths to protect their 

people and to preserve their territories and themselves. Security is 

closely related to sovereignty which means keeping the state whole: 

its government, its people, and its territory. Thus, the term ‘security’ 

refers absence of threats. From the traditional security the concept of 

human security is arise as an emerging paradigm for understand. 

The concept of human security was for the first time expressed 

in the words of Mahbub Ul Haq   Human Security is not (only)a 

concern with weapons. It is a concern with human dignity. In the last 

analysis, it is child who did not die, a disease that did not spread an 

ethnic tension that did not explode, a dissident who was not silenced, 

a human spirit that was not crushed. Human Security brings together 

concerns related to peace, security and human development’. Human 

Security holds a people centered view of security. It can be defined as 

freedom from want, freedom from fear and food security. The Commission 

for Human Security (CHS) defined Human Security as Protecting 

fundamental freedoms- freedoms that are the essence of life. It means 

protecting people from critical 
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(severe) and pervasive (widespread) threats and situations. It 

means using processes that build on people’s strengths and aspiration 

. It means creating political, social, environmental, economic, military 

and cultural systems that together give people the building blocks of 

survival, livelihood and dignity. Thus, while traditional school of security 

concerns with the power and weapons of the state, human security 

addressed ecological, environment and economic security matters. Human 

Security defines the human being as the new security referent. In this 

paper an attempt has been made study the health security of the tea 

garden women workers of Jorhat district only. 

Objectives of the Study: 

1. To examine the various programmes and human security measures 

of Plantation Labor Rules,1956 adopted by the government to 

improve the condition of tea garden workers, particularly women 

workers. 

2. The present study attempts to know their working conditions and 

condition of along with studying the effects on their health which is 

directly related to the health security of the tea garden workers. 

3. To highlight the importance of appropriate policy intervention for 

provide the human security specially health security in real sense. 

Significance of the Study: 

Health is the basic requirement for the enjoyment of better quality 

life. The health status of the tea garden workers in Assam is comparatively 

very low. Among the tea garden workers the health condition of women 

folk are more degradable. Therefore, one arena   of human   security that 

is health security is selected to study. 

Hypothesis: 

The level of human security among tea garden workers of Assam 

is relatively low. Especially, the health security of the women tea 

garden workers is relatively poor as compared to the state average 

and national average due to lacuna in proper implementation of policies 

for this category of people. 
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Methodology: 

In this study it was proposed to study the pattern of tea garden 

labour and provision human security specially health security, it was 

considered scientific to be carry out the study on a sufficiently large sample 

to provide a reliable data . The total sample consists of 200 workers in 

which 100 will be women working in tea garden, in which 100 will be men 

workers . Both men and women are selected to make a comparison of 

heath security among tea garden workers.The study has been conducted 

in the following two tea estates of Jorhat district. 

Government of Assam undertaking Tea Estate: Cinnamora Tea 

Estate, Jorhat 

Private Sector Tea Estate: LohpohiaTea Estate, Jorhat. Cinnamora 

Tea Estate is undertaken by government of Assam(under ATC) and 

Lohpohia Tea estate is undertaken by private company. These tea garden 

are selected to make a comparative study. 

Findings and Discussion: 

A. Provisions provided as per the Assam Plantation Labour 

Rules, 1956 in both the tea Estates 

Table : 1 Facilities provided   to the Tea   Garden Workers 
 

Sl 
No 

Facilities Provided 
to the Workers 

Cinnamara 
T.E 

Lohpohia 
Tea Estate 

1. Hospital Facilities Yes Yes 

2 Housing Facilities Yes Yes 

3 Sanitary Facilities Yes Yes 

4 Educational Facilities Yes Yes 

5 Drinking Water Facilities Yes Yes 

6 Creches for children Facilities Yes Yes 

7 Recreational Facilities Yes Yes 

1. Table 1. shows both the tea estates follows the Plantation Labour 

Rules and provides above mention facilities to its workers. Here, an 
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comparative analysis of the health facilities of the tea estates are provided 

by the researchers which is purely based on observation and interaction 

with the tea garden workers. Hospital facilities: As per the Rules 35 of 

the Assam Plantation Labour Rules, 1956 as prescribed under section 10 

of the Plantation Labour Act, 1951 both the tea garden provides hospitals 

for the workers. 

Table:2 Present Status of Health Service Facilities in Sample 

Tea Garden (Management Wise) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
C. COMMON DISEASES OF THE T 

WORKERS OF SURVEYED TEA ESTATES 

Sl 
No 

Parameter of Health 
facilities 

1 hospital 

2 No of whole time doctor 

3 No of trained nurse 

4 
No of whole time 

pharmacist 

5 No of health Assistant 

6 No of midwives 

7 No of ambulance service 

8. 
Family planning 

programme 

9. 
No of dispensaries with 

child Immunization 

 

EA   GA 

10 

 

RDEN 

Free medicine 

11 Sweeper 
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Table:3 Age and Sex Wise Distribution of Diseases among 

sample the Tea Garden Workers 

Let, Sample for   Diseases   Cold and Fever , Gastroenteritis 

and other bowel diseases, Anemia, Diarrhea, Eye 

Diseases=(men+women)=(100+100)=200% 

Let, Sample for   Diseases   Cold and Fever , Gastroenteritis 

and other bowel diseases, Anemia, Diarrhea, Eye 

Diseases=(men+women)=(100+100)=200% 

 
 

Sl 
no 

 

Diseases 

 

Age 
Group 

 

Man 
 

Women 
% for both 

men and 

women 

Total 
Average 

in % 

 

 
1 

 
Cold and 

Fever 

20-30 30 30 30  

30-40 30 40 35  

40-50 20 15 17. 5  

50-60 20 15 17. 5  

 

 
2 

Gastroenteritis 

and other 

bowel 
diseases 

20-30 35 25 30  

30-40 25 35 30  

40-50 20 20 20  

50-60 20 20 20  

 
 

3 

 
 

Anemia 

20-30 30 30 30  

30-40 30 40 30  

40-50 20 15 17. 5  

50-60 20 15 17. 5  

 
 

6 

 
 

Diarrhea 

20-30 30 30 30  

30-40 30 40 35  

40-50 20 15 17. 5  

50-60 20 15 17. 5  

 
 

8 

 
 

Eye Diseases 

20-30 30 30 30  

30-40 30 40 35  

40-50 20 15 17. 5  
50-60 20 15 17. 5 

 

 
9 

 

Respiratory 

problem 

20-30 - - 0  

30-40 - - 0  

40-50 - - 0  

50-60 - - 0  
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10 

 

 
Ulser 

20-30 30 30 30  

30-40 30 40 35  

40-50 20 15 17.5  

50-60 20 15 17.5  

 

 
11 

 

 
T. B 

20-30 nil nil 0  

30-40 - - 0  

40-50 - - 0  

50-60 - - 0  

 

 
12 

 

 
Malnurtition 

20-30 30 30 30  

30-40 30 40 35  

40-50 20 15 17.5  

50-60 20 15 17.5  

 

 

13 

 

 

Hypertension 

20-30 nil nil 0  

30-40 25 35 30 

40-50 20 15 17.5 

50-60 20 15 17.5 

 
 

14 

 
 

Malaria 

20-30 nil nil 0  

30-40 nil 10 33.3 

40-50 5 nil 16.6 

50-60 10 5 50 
 

Conclusion and Summary: 

Health is the basic requirement for fulfillment of all human aspiration. 

Health refers to a state of complete Physical , mental and social wellbeing. 

Health security , as discuss in the earlier chapter refers to minimum 

protection from diseases and unhealthy lifestyles. Health security now 

regard as a major component of Human security. In this 21st century, about 

half of the world population are unable to achieve their full health potential. 

The poor, marginalized and included have higher risk of dying than other 

privileged group. These disparities are found not only among the developed 

and underdeveloped or developing countries, but also within the risk and 

poor people and men and women of the country itself with regard to women 

health , it may be noted that along with other factors likes food and drink , 

personal hygienic and environmental. 

In the light of above theoretical perspective of Human Security 

and Tea Garden Women Workers, in this research work an attempt has 
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been made to examine how various legislation and social security measures 

adopted for the tea garden workers to provide human security. The tea 

garden workers constitute a major part of the total work force of Assam. 

Tea garden women workers also contribute to building up economy and 

also plays an important role in social and political activities. 

But, still the tea garden labour community of Assam recognizes as 

the most exploited and backward class of people who lives in the interior 

places and works in the tea garden for livelihood. The poverty, addiction to 

the people to local beer, poor standard of living, poor education, health and 

hygiene facilities , lack of political awareness are the malice of their lives 

which makes them most disadvantaged section of the society. They are 

exploited socially, economically, politically, culturally and educationally. They 

engages themselves in plucking of the tea leafs without destroying the 

quality is a crucial work but provides low wages compare to the men 

workers. These women are overburden due to productive and reproductive 

works, enjoy no time for relaxation. The lag behind man and other women 

in the societies in every spheres and lives in the discriminatory treatments. 

Though some human security measures and government programmes 

are available in the tea garden , still they take no part in decision making 

process, enjoys low health status and works and lives almost in insecurity 

atmosphere. It intends to make an in-depth study about the exploiting 

condition of tea garden women workers due to the cultural social political 

contexts of gender inequality prevailing in their society. 
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IMPACT OF DEMONETISATION ON GENERAL PUBLIC — A 

STUDY WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO GUWAHATI REGION 

Isha Bora* 

ABSTRACT 

The study is based on 100 respondents of Guwahati region. 

The study has been carried out with the objective to analyse 

the impact of demonetisation on the general public an on the 

Indian economy as well. This study has been conducted to 

identify how demonetisation has caused inconveniences 

amongst people and how it has moved people towards digital 

payments, whether general public (Indians) are happy with 

government decision to ban Rs.500 and 1000 notes; and the 

severe detrimental effects across the economy. The results 

indicate that though there is temporary chaos and confusion 

among the public but people are now much convinced about 

the need to fight against black income such as national 

awareness and this urge has encouraged government to come 

out with even strong measures. 

(Keywords: Impact, Demonetisation, General Public, 

Government Decision, Black Income, Indian Economy, 

Positive and Negative effects, Guwahati region.) 

Introduction: 

When a currency note of a particular denomination ceases to be a 

legal tender is termed as demonetisation. But since our Govt. is replacing 

the old Rs.500 notes with newer ones and doing away with the Rs.1000 

notes, it would be more appropriate to call the move as ‘scrapping’ or 

‘phasing out’ of certain currency notes. On 8 November 2016, the 

Government of India announced demonetisation of all Rs.500 and Rs.1000 

banknotes of the Mahatma Gandhi series. The government claimed that 

the action would shorten the shadow economy and crack down on the use 
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of illicit and counterfeit cash to fund illegal activity and terrorism. With the 

sudden nature of announcement, there was a prolonged cash shortages in 

the weeks that followed and created significant disruption throughout the 

economy, threatening economic output. The move was heavily criticised 

as poorly planned and unfair and was met with protests, litigation, and 

strikes. This decision caused sensation in the whole country. Social Media 

was flooded with messages and information. People started counting the 

trash they had accumulated for years legally or illegally. Rumours became 

rife. Some tried to invest their dying currency in gold. Some contacted 

their near and dear ones in this miserable hour. People could get only 

Rs4000/ of old denomination exchanges with the new one. Big queues 

before the banks and ATMs became the order of the day. These queues 

were getting longer instead of getting shorter with every passing day. The 

last date for the whole process was 30yh of December. The persons could 

deposit the old cash worth Rs2.5 lac till the said date.Initially, the move 

received support from several bankers as well as from some international 

commentators. 

The main objective of this move was to curb the black money, 

corruption and fake money menace. All the people but those who were 

indulged in malpractices welcomed the move. The whole opposition shook 

hand against the move under one pretence or the other. They called this 

decision a draconian law and wanted the government to roll back it. The 

new currency which replaced the old one is of demonetisation of 500/- 

and 2000/-. Though the people faced a lot of inconvenience owing to 

shortage of funds, they did not criticize the government for the move. 

Prime Minister also addressed the people many times telling people that it 

was a mahayajna. 

Demonetisation is a generations’ memorable experience and is going 

to be one of the economic events of our time. Its impact is felt by every 

Indian citizen. Demonetisation affects economy through the liquidity side. 

Its effect will be a telling one because nearly 86% of currency value in 

circulation was withdrawn without replacing bulk of it. As a result of the 

withdrawn of Rs.500 and Rs.1000 notes, there occurred a huge gap in the 
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currency consumption as after Rs.100, Rs.2000 is the only denomination. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s decision to scrap high value notes of 

Rs.500 and Rs.1000 has created a shortage of cash in the system, leading 

to a lot of discomfort for the general public and businesses. Also, since 

there is a shortage of newly printed Rs.500 and Rs.2000 notes, the situation 

has worsened. The move has also led to a shortage of lower denomination 

notes such as Rs.100 and Rs.50 that are still legal tender as people have 

taken to conserving whatever cash they have in hand. 

Scope and Objectives of the Study: 

The study is confined to the general people of Guwahati region, 

Assam. The area and coverage of the study is limited only to Guwahati 

region. The study is basically on Impact of Demonetisation on General 

Public. The views of the people regarding demonetisation were taken into 

consideration for the study. This study is basically for knowing the problems 

or benefits faced by the people at the time of demonetisation. 

The objectives of the study are: 

(i) To observe how demonetisation have affected the general 

people, whether they were happy with the government 

decision or not. 

(ii) To identify the positive and negative effects of demonetisation. 

(iii) To analyse whether demonetisation is a strong measure in 

reducing the black money and counterfeit or fake currency 

circulation. 

Research   Methodology: 

The sampling unit of the study are the people of the Guwahati region. 

The study has been exploratory in nature. The study has focused on 

to gather preliminary information from the people which has helped to 

define problems. Here the study relies on qualitative approaches, such as 

informal discussions with the people. 

The sample size chosen for the study is 100 and Convenience 
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Sampling Technique is used for the study, as the researcher has chosen 

the samples according to its convenience that are available. 

Both primary and secondary data are used for conducting the 

research. Primary data has been collected with the help of structured 

questionnaire and informal interviews with the public and through 

observations. Secondary data has been collected with the help or internet, 

books, journals, articles, newspaper etc. 

Data Analysis and Interpretation: 

Based on the methodology adopted for the study, the following 

analysis and observations have been presented: 

Table 1: People happy with the government decision to ban Rs.500 

and Rs.1000 notes 
 

Particulars 
Number of 
respo ndents 

% of Respondents 

Yes 70 70% 

No 30 30% 

Total 100 100% 

Source: Field Survey 

The above table shows that 70% of people are happy with the 

government decision and 30% people are not happy with the government 

decision to ban Rs.500 and Rs.1000 notes. 

Table 2: Demonetisation has helped in reducing the black money 

and fake currency circulation 

 

Particulars 
Number of 

Respondents 
% of 

Respondents 

Yes 80 80% 

No 20 20% 

Total 100 100% 

Source: Field survey 
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The above table shows that according to 80% people, demonetisation 

has helped in reducing the black money and fake or counterfeit currency 

circulation. According to 20% people, demonetisation has not helped. 

Table 3: Influenced to move towards digital payments 
 

Particulars No of respondents % of respondents 

Yes 100 100% 

No 0 0 

Total 100 100% 

Source: Field Survey 

From the above table it was observed that demonetisation has moved 

people to adopt virtual wallets such as PAYTM and use of debit cards etc. 

It has brought a behavioural change among all the Indians. 

Table 4: Faced the problem of liquidity crunch, at the time of 

demonetisation 
 

Pa rticulars No of respondents % of respondents 

Yes 100 100% 

No 0 0 

Total 100 100% 

Source: Field Survey 

From the above table, we can observe that almost all the Indians 

faced the problem of liquidity crunch. People have to stand on the big 

queue in front of the banks to withdraw their money to run their day-to- 

day affair as there was in availability of cash in ATMs. 

Findings of the Study: 

The most interesting thing regarding the demonetisation is that people 

are devising various unique methods for transforming their black money in 

to white one. Some of these methods are as follows: - Depositing money 

in the accounts of their poor relatives and friends; Enticing the people with 

some percentage of money for exchange; Asking their employees to stand 
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in the long queues in front of Banks and ATMs for getting money exchanged; 

Hiring labours for some Rupees ranging from Rs500/- to 700/- for becoming 

the part of long queues in front of banks/ ATMs; Converting black money 

in to gold; Paying back loans forcibly; Using their influence/ links with 

bank employees and so on. 

 With respect to objective “to identify how demonetisation have 

affected the general public, whether they were happy with the 

government decision or not” it was found that – the poor class are 

affected adversely immediately. This class hardly use debit or credit 

card. They also hardly keep any money in banks. They keep most 

of their money in cash in their home in the higher denominations. 

They have to therefore rush to the ATM and stand in the queue to 

withdraw their money to run their day-to-day affair. However, this 

problem is temporary and within a month, things are likely to return 

to normal.

The middle class people is used to use credit/debit cards and other 

method to transact their business. They too have to stand on the 

big queue for short term because they still need the 100 rupee 

note for making petty payments. Yet they can buy most of the 

things using their credit cards. This class would become more 

cashless now so that they can eliminate the need of currency notes 

as much as they can. 

The honest upper class of the society is already making most of the 

transaction cashless even now using cards and electronic 

transactions. They too have faced too many trouble but their life 

had become normal very soon. 

The dishonest upper class people is the worst hit due to this move of 

government because most of their black money is stored in 500/ 

1000 notes which would go waste. They have to either burn the 

notes or give them to a large number of poor people (on commission) 

for converting that to white. The currency would become valid once 

replaced by new notes, but the black money would remain black. If 
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they faced the raid, they would end up bringing bankrupt once they 

have to pay 200% penalty on such money. This section of people 

were actually not happy with the government decision. 

 With respect to the objective “ to study the positive and negative 

effects of demonetisation” it was observed that –

The positive effects in the long run, people would reap several 

benefits due to this move: Once the black money is reduced, tax 

would be leapfrog; developmental activities would pick up 

significantly as the tax revenue increases; government can reduce 

rates of taxes since they can raise significantly more revenue with 

lower rates; corruption would reduce since there would be little 

black money to pay bribe to government officials; dowry and other 

social practices like extravagant marriages would reduce due to 

white economy; illegal activities like murder, kidnapping, drug paddling, 

prostitution, terrorism etc. would reduce since all these activities 

need black money; the honest people would live life of much more 

respect as the dishonest would no longer be displaying their wealth 

for long time to come. 

The sudden demonetisation scheme has caused more harm in the 

short, medium and long term: 

(a) Hardship for marginal/middle income workers: Although the 

target for this move was the prescribed black money hoarders, 

the real people getting crushed are labourers, maids, farmers 

who do not have access to any account are most susceptible 

to the fear mongering that say that their money “is worthless”. 

Most don’t even know that the money can be changed later. 

They would become prime targets for the new currency black 

market where their old notes are taken at a discount, destroying 

savings and the little wealth they had in panic. 

(b) Creation of another shadow economy: People are already 

buying and selling the old notes in a parallel black market. 

People desperate for cash is already exchanging 500 notes 
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for 400/NR – for the seller of the new notes it’s a windfall 

gain. A lot of wealth will simply be transferred to people who 

own legitimate currency and are willing to sell it at a premium. 

(c) False feeling of black money “destruction”: the major reasons 

for this move is doing away with black money, and the irony 

is that cash is the least preferred method of holding of black 

money. Most of black money exists in gold, assets and a myriad 

of other instruments that makes it hard to detect. Additionally, 

individuals evading tax are only going to temporarily and 

marginally hit. 

(d) Stressing payment infrastructure: To say that the move has 

migrated a country of 1.2 billion people to the digital payment 

infrastructure is more of wishful thinking. Banks don’t exist 

for miles in rural India, India has an abysmally low 1,082 POs 

terminal for a million people and digital wallets are largely an 

urban phenomenon. To expect such infrastructure to 

magically appear overnight to facilitate cash conversion as 

well as migration to a “digital” economy is downright bizarre. 

It’s fairly visible that the ATMs in India can’t deal with this, 

and there are people dying while trying to withdraw cash. 

(e) Contraction in consumption: This is definitely a short term 

effect of a well laid out demonetisation. With people having 

no legal tender, most shops and outlets are running with zero 

footfall and people are buying small ticket items (or even 

large ones) in small quantities. Shopkeepers are resorting to 

credit and don’t have any POs in place to feed any demand; 

many are having to turn back customers because they can’t 

service their payments. 

 With respect to objective “to identify whether demonetisation is a 

strong measure in reducing the black money and counterfeit or fake 

currency circulation” it was found that – Black money stored in the 

form of Rs500 and Rs1000 notes will be taken out of the system.
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As predicted by ICICI Securities Primary Dealership the 

government’s plan to scrap Rs500 and Rs1000 notes will uncover 

upto Rs4.6 lakh cr. in black money. Only a small portion of black 

money is actually stored in the form of cash. Usually, black money 

is kept in the form of physical assets like gold, land, buildings etc. 

Hence, the amount of black money countered by demonetisation 

depend upon the amount of black money held in the form of cash 

and it will be smaller than expected. But more than anything else, 

demonetisation has a bid propaganda effect. People are now 

convinced about the need to fight black income. Such a nationwide 

awareness are urge will encourage government to come out with 

even strong measures. 

Fake Indian Currency Notes (FICN) network will be dismantled by 

the demonetisation measures. Taking out 500 and 1000 rupee notes 

out of circulation will have a lasting impact on the syndicates producing 

FICN’s, thus affecting the funding of terror networks in Jammu & 

Kashmir, North Eastern States and Naxalite hit states. The real 

impact will be on counterfeit/fake currency as its circulation will be 

checked after this exercise. 

Demonetisation as a cleaning exercise may produce several good 

things in the economy. At the same time, it creates unavoidable 

income and welfare losses to the poor sections of the society who 

gets income based on their daily work and those who doesn’t have 

thedigital transaction culture. Overall economic activities will be 

dampened in the short term. But the unmeasurable benefits of having 

more transparency and reduced volume of black money activities 

can be pointed as long term benefits. 

We shall thus see a great impact of this move of the Central Govt 

on Indian Society and Economy. The first impact shall be that people 

will have lower expenditure power. With that they will not be able to 

purchase luxurious things. There shall be no ostentatious expenditures 

on marriages and other ceremonies. So the society will grow lesser 

materialistic and people more prudent. With the fake money 
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destroyed, Indian economy will see a big boom and the so far booming 

real estate sector shall fall on the ground. The things shall be cheaper. 

Indian currency shall get respect at the international market. There 

shall be a great check on the terror-related funding and therefore 

on terrorist activities. Corruption shall be down to a great extent as 

people will stop the tendency of accumulating money using wrong 

means. It will a bridge the gap between the haves and the have- 

nots. However, there may be some difficulties for a couple of months. 

But this inconvenience shall be temporary and for short term. 

Conclusion: 

Demonetisation by itself has its merits and demerits, but the sudden 

nature of this execution has created more negative externalities than positive 

outcomes and they are largely on the honest public. The announcement 

could have been made for a later date (say end December) consumer 

expenditure would have gone up subsequently to use cash and the GDP 

could have taken a positive turn. The continuous changes to what can be 

allowed in exchange for cash, the long queues at ATMs, generous bank 

employees willing to stay longer for helping people are clear indicators 

that the move was poorly thought out. Bold and audacious moves are 

great and welcome, but they should but thought out first. Since our economy 

is heavily dependent on cash as only less than half of the population uses 

banking system for monetary transactions, demonetisation has hit trade 

and consumption hard. With people scrambling for cash to pay for goods 

and services, the move is likely to take a big toll on the country’s growth 

and output during the current fiscal. Consumption makes up for around 

56% of the India’s GDP, hence, a drop in spending will pull down growth. 

The current step could also lead to behavioural changes in household savings 

and their consumption pattern, say economist. Growth in cash – intensive 

sectors such as real estate, construction and FMCG is likely to take a hit in 

the short term as consumers are deferring purchases. However, there is a 

positive side to the story: over the medium term there would be benefits 

through higher government spending and greater financial inclusion. Also, 

the movement of household savings from physical to financial will help 
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boost growth, according to Yes Bank report. The near term fall in growth 

on account of spending slow down, could push inflation down. Also, an 

increase in fiscal head room will allow the government to maintain fiscal 

discipline, which in turn will support inflation down. Also, an increase in 

fiscal head room will allow the government to maintain fiscal discipline, 

which in turn will support inflation target in the medium term. 
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IMPACT OF QUALITY IMPROVEMENT OF HIGHER 

EDUCATION WITH REFERENCE TO OPPORTUNITIES AND 

CHALLENGES OF COMMERCE EDUCATION 

Kakoli Sengupta* 

ABSTRACT 

Various thoughts were conceived and implemented from time 

to time to ensure quality education, which in general sense is 

a form of learning in which knowledge, skills and habits of a 

group of people are transferred from one generation to the 

next through teaching, training, and research or simply through 

auto didacticism. Higher education faces a new era as a result 

of changes in the way people view colleges and universities. 

One model for higher education is the success of many 

companies’ that have bettered their overall performance and 

products using Total Quality Management (TQM). Quality 

becomes a strategic factor for competition and co-operation 

among universities. A quality- aware organization is not 

created spontaneously-it requires a committed, visible 

leadership that promotes the relevant issues. 

Modern Business Commerce Education covers diversified 

fields of education and research in different aspects of 

Business Environment. It includes Finance, Accounting, 

Human Resource Management, and Entrepreneurship 

Development etc. In order to attain Economic Growth of a 

region or Country, one needs professional Economists and 

Accountants with Advanced practical knowledge to enable 

to evaluate and analyze the complexities of the large scale 

business and other financial institution in one side and to face 

stiff competition from the MNCs on the other side. Keeping 

in view of the above facts and demand of the time, prospects 

of Commerce Education seems very bright. To avail the 

advantage of Commerce a lot of educational institutions have 
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been opened to educate students in the field of commerce 

with more knowledge on practical. 

(Keywords: Higher education, Commerce, Finance, Auto 

didacticism, Total Quality management.) 

1.0 Introduction: 

Commerce is one of the three fundamental academic streams, the 

other two being Humanities and Science. The first Commerce School was 

opened in Chennai in 1886 by the Trustees of Pachiyappa”s charities 

Commerce classes started in the Presidency College, Kolkata in 1903. 

The Sydenham College of Commerce and Economics was established in 

1913 as the 1st institution for Higher Education in Commerce. Commerce 

has grown from a subject to a full-fledged faculty in most of the Universities 

and acquired a place of pride among different academic discipline. In the 

wake of Globalization and Liberalization of Indian economy there has been 

a sweeping transformation in almost all spheres of trade, industry and 

commerce. In this scenario, the Organization have to face new Challenges, 

threats and opportunities in terms of Technology, quality, fierce competition 

and customer relation. This calls for improvement of quality commerce 

education in order to fulfill the demand of the corporate bodies for 

Employable commerce graduates/post-graduates that have adequate skill, 

analytical problem facing attitudes, opportunity-identifying and utilizing 

capabilities and so on to face the challenges of tomorrow. 

In case of North-East India though Commerce is a professional 

course, and even though people of Northeast India hanker after white 

collar jobs, but still the students in north-east are not much attracted towards 

commerce education. The present system of liberal commerce education 

suffers from lack of practical orientation. The education policy makers 

need to think about this matter seriously without further delay. Globalization 

and Liberalization of our economy coupled with privatization and technology 

revolution have posed the most unprecedented Challenges before the 

general commerce education in this region and provides some suggestion 

on the basis of observation. 
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Objectives: 

The paper is prepared keeping in mind the following objectives. 

 To find out the challenges and opportunities related to higher 

education of Commerce. 

 To find out the future of commerce education in India. 

 Methodology: 

The present study is an empirical in nature and based on secondary 

data. The paper tries to put light on the opportunities and challenges related 

to commerce education and its future impact. 

 Analysis and Interpretation: 

Challenges, Threats and Opportunities in Commerce Education. 

Commerce education is a living discipline and is totally different 

from other disciplines. Hence, it must charter new routes to service the 

aspiration of the nation. To man the economic development of the country 

and to meet the growing needs of the society, there is greater demand for 

sound development of commerce education in Indian Universities. Some 

of the challenges and opportunities that have been observed during the 

study are as follows: 

1) Challenges and Strategies for export and import of Trade, 

Commerce and Industries in global scenario. 

2) Challenges and Strategies for controlling inflation and 

promoting growth. 

3) Challenges and strategies in regard to merger and acquisition 

for trade, Commerce and Industry. 

4) Internationalization of foreign Market in the world. 

5) Reform in Indian and International Economic Sectors. 

Threats 

1) Privatization of Higher Education- India has not yet clearly 

defined the role of State in Higher Education. The question 

still remains with us that whether state should involve in 

education or it should be left to private players. 
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2) Change in Technology- The global business environment has 

taken a sea change in the last one decade giving a great blow 

to the traditional education system. 

3) Change in Industry Requirements- A simple Commerce 

graduate or Post Graduate will face difficulty to fulfill all those 

criteria. 

4) Availability of varieties of Courses-Due to Privatization of 

education, varieties of courses are offering now-a-days as 

per industry requirements and market demands. 

Opportunities: 

1) At the undergraduate level, Bachelor of Commerce, a three 

year full time course. And Master of commerce at the 

postgraduate level. After completing course in the field of 

Commerce, a student can join any private institute or 

government organization as a specialist in any of the 

Commerce stream and they can also pursue Professional 

courses such as Company Secretary, Chartered Accountant, 

and ICWA. 

2) A graduate in Commerce can also opt careers in financial 

services as a Financial Consultants, Stock Brokers, Merchant 

Bankers, Budget Consultant, Financial Portfolio Manager, and 

Tax Consultants. Careers in Management are also available 

in the field of Personnel Management,  Production 

Management, Financial Management,  Marketing 

Management, and Material Management, other areas of 

Management such as Hotel Management, Hospital 

Management, Event Management, Office Management, 

Export and Import Management. 

3) In the Bank, call for Commerce graduates and post graduates 

with specialization of Banking. 

4) Insurance Companies can also call for Commerce graduates 

and post graduates with Specialization of Insurance. 



Journal of Humanities and Social Science Research, Vol-III/No-1 & 2 (combined)/2017/ ISSN-2395-5171 

86 

 

 

 
 

5) Industrial segment also call for Commerce graduates and post 

graduates with specialization of accounting skill including 

Computer Technology. 

 Conclusion: 

Commerce education provides immense opportunities to the students 

for employment but due to lack of employable students, the advantage is 

not being taken to its fullest extent. With a growing emphasis on information, 

global economy, higher education was viewed as increasingly essential for 

the world population. The most emerging dimension of the business and 

commerce education in the 21st century is the need for business school to 

use technology and make it integral part of course contents. 

We cannot stop suddenly what is happening, but can plan for the 

future. Let us develop micro specialization which are skill oriented or job 

oriented and introduce with new nomenclature and in selected colleges 

which are financially sound and have the necessary infrastructure facilities. 

The quality of Commerce education has become a major marketing issue 

in the changing environment. 

Notes & References: 

1. The Indian Journal of Commerce. 

2. K. B. Powar (2002); Indian Higher Education, Concept Publishing 

House New Delhi. 

3. Commerce Education in India, Department of Commerce, 

University of Gauhati, Deep & Deep Publications. 

4. http://www.vidyasagar.ac.in journal/commerce/vol12. 

 

 


http://www.vidyasagar.ac.in/


87 

 

 

Journal of Humanities and Social Science Research, Vol-III/No-1 & 2 (combined)/2017/ ISSN-2395-5171 






INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLGY 

IN EMPOWERING WOMEN THROUGH OPENNESS 

Tanushree Baruah* 

ABSTRACT 

Of late, open and distance education has an equally important 

and wide position for women empowerment in any society. 

Open and distance learning has emerged as an avenue to 

attain knowledge and education that would put women in a 

better footpath toward achieving their desired aspirations in 

life. Due to the heterogeneous requirements in open distance 

learning, its functions are mediated through information and 

communication technology (ICT). As distance education is a 

planned educational activity, this form of technology-mediated 

learning has special educational requirements for women who 

are otherwise constrained by the barriers of time and space 

from accessing higher education. However, in developing 

countries like India, there are many challenges in the fuller 

application of ICTs. The current work attempts to highlight 

the extreme inequalities in digital empowerment and extensive 

technological barriers to digital participation. It concludes that 

the reality has not matched the promises so far in terms of 

pedagogic innovation. While such technological barriers 

certainly need removing in order to fulfill the objectives of 

distance learning, the potential of openness can only be fully 

realized when ‘offline’ societal and economic barriers to 

women’s empowerment are also minimized. 

(Keywords: Women Empowerment, Open and Distance 

Education, Technology Access.) 
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1. Introduction: 

Women’s empowerment has been a feature of development 

assistance since the 1990s. In spite of women’s burgeoning responsibilities 

due to traditional family and social structure, such as having children, the 

number of children and looking after the family, resulting in low education 

levels and inequality of opportunity in education for women, they still 

constitute invaluable and tangible resources for overall national and 

international development. Female education and especially vocational 

education are effective in facilitating women to acquire skills and profession. 

In this context, open and distance education is an important education 

tool that provides education for all individuals without discrimination by 

country, region, class, age or gender, by utilizing technologies and 

opportunities for open and distance education (Hakan, 1996). According 

to Calvert (1986), distance education is a system that accords the right to 

education for individuals who want to receive education but who cannot 

otherwise benefit from education for various reasons. 

Traditionally, distance education has always been something of a 

second best option. The central argument of this paper is that this perception 

needs to change. Such a change is necessary, not just because, in many 

sectors there is little alternative but also because in terms of quality, 

effectiveness and sustainability the new forms of open and distance 

programmes are better value for money than other, even traditional, 

alternatives. 

Many changes are occurring in the developing world in the way 

education and training programs are produced and delivered, how 

educational institutions are organized and how educational resources are 

distributed. The immediate driver of this revolution is the application of 

information and communication technologies (ICTs) in teaching and as 

resources for learning. At the same time as the cost of electronically 

processing, storing and transmitting information has been falling, the cost 

of conventional education and training has been rising to levels that are 

particularly unsustainable in emerging economies. The UNESCO World 



Journal of Humanities and Social Science Research, Vol-III/No-1 & 2 (combined)/2017/ ISSN-2395-5171 

89 

 

 

 
 

Conference on Higher Education (Paris, 1998) reiterated the view, saying: 

“distance learning and new information and communication technologies 

secure a wider access to higher education, to new social groups in particular. 

It is important to exploit their potential in education”. 

The introduction of ICTs into distance education is reinforcing another 

significant trend in education. Contrasted to the idea of education as a 

single process within such a closed and contained environment, under the 

new concept education is seen as an “open” system. Quotation from Noam 

(1995), “In the past, people came to the information, and the information 

was at the university. In the future, the information will come to the people, 

wherever they are”. 

Thus, distance education is particularly suited to women having high 

career aspirations but beset by several socio-economic-cultural factors 

which hinder their enrollment in higher education. Distance Education is a 

global and rapidly growing phenomenon endowed with high flexibility and 

can meet the demands of education for all and ‘continuing education’ which 

the conventional education system is unable to meet. Because of these 

special features of distance education, it benefits persons without formal 

qualifications, persons belonging to different age groups, disadvantages 

groups, and employed persons. There are large percentages of women in 

all the above categories. In this context, distance education has an important 

role to play in providing opportunities for women to participate in higher 

education (Indiresan, 1996). 

Emerging technologies have thus far afforded the development of a 

new generation of distance education using voice mail, e-mail, 

teleconferencing and computer based integrated telecommunications and 

multimedia technology. It is hoped that these new education technologies 

will enrich the distance education especially for women learners to carry 

out their learning anytime and anywhere. 

The Conceptual Clarifications: 

Information is the codified expression of different types of 

knowledge. It is analyzed data, codified and ‘formatted’ for different 
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purposes. It draws on social and political frameworks of shared meanings 

embedded in its context, and so is open to interpretation by different actors 

[(Davies, 1994); (Baumann, 1999)]. 

Communication refers to a process of information exchange and 

interaction between individuals using common symbols, signs or behavior 

to express and elicit meaning. It is a process of building social understanding 

which can be shaped, meditated and blocked by power relations, social 

practices, norms, institutions and other contextual factors [(Foucault, 1992- 

97); (Habermas, 1984)]. 

Women Empowerment: 

Most current definitions of empowerment in the development 

literature draw upon Amartya Sen’s articulation of “Development as 

Freedom” (1999) where development is about expanding people’s choices. 

The Commission on the Status of Women in its reports emphasized the 

need for continued efforts toward gender equality in education and training. 

In its agreed conclusions on enhanced participation of women in 

development: an enabling environment for achieving gender equality and 

the advancement of women, taking into account, inter alia the fields of 

education, health and work, adopted at its fiftieth session (2006) report, 

the Commission urged governments to ensure women’s and girl’s full and 

equal access to all levels of quality education and training (Women, 2006) 

Therefore, women empowerment points towards women’s decision making 

power and having control over their individual lives, either economically, 

socially or psychologically. 

2. Literature Review: 

The present section is an attempt to review empirical research only 

on distance education without much dealing with conventional education. 

Education is a fundamental right from which all individuals should benefit 

equally without discrimination on sex, religion, ethnicity, political affiliation 

or creed. However, data on literacy levels for the whole world show that 

there is significant difference between men and women (Demiray & 

Dundar, 2013). 
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Janaki (2006) observes that governments explore the possibility of 

using distance education as a means to provide education at a large scale 

because conventional educational methods are becoming increasingly 

expensive. The rising cost of conventional education further excludes 

marginalized groups including women, who because of their productive 

and reproductive roles cannot cope with campus-based learning. 

As an institution, open university is a powerful instrument for 

equalizing higher educational opportunities and leveling educational 

imbalances (Plummer, 2000; Satyanarayana and Meduri, 2013). 

In distance education, the students are separated from the lecturers 

through physical distance (Janaki, 2006) and communication is through 

basic print media, radio, television and latest technologies such as the 

internet, WhatsApp and Skype. 

As a mode of study, distance education is particularly suited to women 

because of their role as housewives and mothers as it provides flexible 

time management possibilities while preventing classroom attendance 

(Kwapong, 2007). 

A number of studies have shown that women find it difficult to 

embark on further studies especially at their adult stage when they have 

begun building families (Compora, 2003); (Przymus, 2004). Distance 

education format attracted more married participants than on-campus 

format (Qureshi, Moton, & Antosz, 2002). 

Empirical studies are done mostly in developing countries of the 

world like Pakistan, Bangladesh, Zimbabwe, Nigeria, Turkey and the 

Caribbean region. Some limited works have been done in India, such as 

(Satyanarayana and Meduri, 2013), (Mujiaba) and (Janaki, 2006) among 

others. But no such specific studies are found in regard to empowering 

women of Assam through distance and open learning. The present work is 

an attempt to highlight the potential of distance education to empower the 

women of our state. 

3. Objectives: 

 To examine to what extent women are being empowered in 

developing countries through open education. 



Journal of Humanities and Social Science Research, Vol-III/No-1 & 2 (combined)/2017/ ISSN-2395-5171 

92 

 

 

 
 

 To analyze the barriers to women empowerment in developing 

countries through open educational resources. 

 To suggest ways to remove such barriers. 

4. Methodology: 

The study is entirely based on a qualitative approach predominating 

the quantitative approach to have clearer and reliable understanding. The 

materials have been collected stressing on the reliability and authenticity 

only from the referred sources. 

The paper is divided into six sections. Section 1 is the introduction 

which states the relationship between ICT driven distance education and 

women empowerment and presents a conceptual clarification. Section 2 

is a review of literature. Section 3 mentions the objectives. Section 4 is the 

methodology of the work. Section 5 presents the analysis and discussion. 

Section 6 is the conclusion of the paper. 

5. Analysis and Discussion: 

5.1 Importance of Open Education in Women Empowerment 

The issue of women’s lack of self-confidence and low self-esteem 

is well known through various research studies. According to a few 

research studies, it was found that due to their low self esteem, some 

women stopped attending study centres because they were intimidated by 

their male colleagues or by the tutor. 

Also, illiteracy among women often leads to a poor self-image, 

lack of knowledge and self-worth, making them susceptible to being 

deprived of their rights and playing an active role in the society and 

restricts their economic productivity. Literacy among women opens the 

possibility of unlimited exposure to new information and more importantly 

to new ways of thinking and new perspectives on existing information. 

Also literate women are able to constructively express their talents and 

give direction to their aptitude. This enables them to lead a life which is 

fulfilling and satisfying. 
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Women’s Development since 1901 shows the slow growth of female 

literacy. It was 0.60% and grew slowly to 1.05 in 1911, 39.29 in 1991, 

53.67 in 2001 and to 65.46% in 2011. These dismal data clearly shows that 

there is a gendered imbalance in the acquisition of education. 

Poverty is one of the key reasons for the low female literacy rate. 

The poorer the family, the greater is its dependence on women’s economic 

productivity. In spite of the prevalence of free girl child education, free 

books and uniform, the family is more likely to keep girls at home to care 

for younger siblings or to work in family enterprises. There are several 

socio-economic-cultural factors which hinder women’s enrollment in higher 

education. The attitude of parents, especially the uneducated and very 

conservative parents reflects resistance and hesitation for investment in 

girls’ education as the parents do not expect to get returns from this. Thus, 

access and continuation are two distinct aspects to women’s participation 

in higher education. 

However, more of today’s women have high aspirations to further 

their qualifications. In many countries, a trend is being noticed of women 

returning to higher education to enhance their qualifications to be able to 

enter job market after they have ‘completed’ their ‘reproductive role’. 

Economic necessity of having to supplement the family income is also 

becoming a reality. 

In this context, distance education has an important role to play in 

providing opportunities for women to participate in higher education 

(Indiresan, 1996). 

Distance Education is a global and rapidly growing phenomenon 

endowed with high flexibility and can meet the demands of education for 

all and ‘continuing education’ which the conventional education system is 

unable to meet. Because of these special features of distance education, it 

benefits persons without formal qualifications, persons belonging to different 

age groups, disadvantaged groups, and employed persons. There are large 

percentages of women in all the above categories. According to (Indiresan, 
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1966) the following points highlight the need and importance of distance 

education: 

Explosion of knowledge: 

There is explosion of knowledge because of rapid scientific and 

technological developments. The formal system of education on account 

of its rigidity and high cost, finds it difficult to incorporate new changes 

speedily as desired. 

Population explosion: 

Unprecedented growth rate of population has resulted in the 

corresponding increase in students. The formal education system serves a 

selected and limited number of students. 

Earning while learning: 

Distance education is especially needed for those who want to learn 

while earning. 

Desire to improve qualifications: 

There are many people who want to improve their educational 

qualifications while they are in jobs. Distance learning provides opportunities 

to such people to improve their qualifications. 

Geographical isolation: 

People may be geographically isolated because of poor 

communication system. 

Social isolation: 

People may be socially isolated or disadvantaged due to financial, 

physical, emotional or family circumstances. 

For different ages: 

Distance learning can be used to teach people of different ages and 

to teach courses from a wide range of disciplines. 
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Universal education: 

Distance learning is needed to achieve the cherished goal of the 

nation for universalization of education. 

Self-improvement: 

Distance learning is needed from the point of view of self-learning 

and self-improvement of an individual who otherwise, is deprived of 

receiving proper education. 

Thus women as a category could really take advantage of the 

provision of distance education in a large measure. 

 Women’s Digital Exclusion: 

Despite the potential for ICT use to contribute to women’s 

empowerment, women’s use of ICT is greatly lagging behind that of men 

in the developing world, with relatively little improvement in this situation 

over the years. A report entitled “Women’s Rights Online: Translating 

Access into Empowerment” conducted by World Wide Foundation (2015) 

identifies education and age as “the most important socio-economic drivers 

of the gender gap in ICT access”, with older, less educated women having 

far less access than younger, more educated women. Additional drivers 

identified include the cost of internet access, the impact of ‘patriarchy 

online’ and men’s censorship of what women see on the internet. 

Some of the barriers reinforcing the digital divide analyzed from 

various research works can be summarized as: 

1. Socio-cultural, example oppressing gender roles for women 

in male-dominated societies; parents saving money for the 

education of their male child but for the wedding of a female 

child. 

2. Economic, example lack of employment, inability to afford 

ownership of ICTs due to high fees. 

3. Demographic, example illiteracy, lack of knowledge, shortage 

of ICT teachers, dominance of English on the internet. 

4. Psychological, example beliefs creating an inferiority 

complex among women, apathy about ICT adoption, lack of 

self-efficacy to own and/or use ICTs. 
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5. Geographical, example long distances to ICT facilities, lack 

of ICT infrastructure. 

 Suggestions: 

The World Wide Web Foundation report (2015) makes 

recommendations for measures that could help increase women’s digital 

inclusion (and consequently, their engagement with OER and OEP), in the 

interests of empowerment: 

1. Establish time-bound targets for equity in internet access, use 

and skills, by gender and income level. 

2. Teach digital skills from primary school onwards. 

3. Smash the affordability barrier. 

4. Practice woman-centred design. 

5. Make women’s civic and political engagement an explicit goal. 

6. Combat harassment of women online. 

Apart from the above mentioned ones, there are some other 

recommendations to those which researchers and OER/OEP projects can 

realistically achieve: 

1. Extend the practice of releasing OER in a variety of 

formats, to mitigate against the cost barrier to engagement. The 

World Wide Web Foundation report (2015) suggests that cost is a major 

inhibitor to internet connectivity and use of ICTs by women in developing 

countries. While it has long been voiced that “no well-known definition of 

OERs states that the resource must be available online” and “in fact OERs 

do not even have to be digital” (Open Knowledge Foundation, 2014), the 

majority of OER are released solely in digital format. Offline/portable version 

wherever feasible must be encouraged along with an available online 

version and this, must be considered as the default practice when creating 

and releasing OER. 

2. Prioritize the development of communities of practice 

(Wenger, 1998) for the creation of OER and enactment of OEP, to 

include women at all stages of empowerment. It is important to have 

women as creators as well as consumers of ICTs (and OER), and that 

OER projects should seek to develop user-centred communities of practice 
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such as those featuring in the Karnataka OER project (http:// 

karnatakaeducation.org.in/KOER/en/index.php/Main_Page) and operating 

in the Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth (Perryman 

& Lesperence, 2015), as a means of providing skill development and peer 

support around women’s creation, use and evaluation of OER. 

3. Move into the offline world when conducting research on 

ICTs and openness, and explore a broader range of barriers to 

digital participation and engagement with openness. Purely online 

research will only perpetuate the gender-related digital divide. Therefore, 

future research on openness in development contexts should include hard 

copy surveys delivered to hard-to-reach areas. 

4. Prioritize the localization of existing OER, including 

translation into mother tongue languages to increase accessibility 

and relevance. The question of language also has huge implications for 

empowerment through openness and therefore, OER localization should 

include translation into mother tongue languages wherever possible. 

6. Conclusion: 

It is evident that there is no end to the various advantages accrued 

to open education as an empowerment strategy for women. OER and 

OEP are often dependent on at least some internet connectivity and ICT 

skill amongst members and, for women participation in such communities 

of practice is precluded by societal and structural factors such as 

discrimination, isolation, lack of autonomy and financial power and lack of 

access to education. These basic ‘unfreedoms’ need to be removed before 

the full potential of openness can be realized. Advocacy, activism and 

raising awareness is important here. Partnerships with NGOs and other 

organizations can also work well in informing localization of OER in terms 

of language, content and appropriate formats. Above all, it can be 

recommended that all OER and OEP projects should have a gender equality 

component to ensure the privileges typically enjoyed by the open education 

movement can be leveraged to help contribute to achieving widespread 

women’s empowerment, on a global scale, as swiftly as possible. 
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DEGRADATION OF DEMOCRATIC MEANS OF PROTEST 

Ranjit Bikash Cheita* 
 

Introduction: 

The vary nature of democracy depends upon many things. First of 

all it is based on peoples consent. Regular elections are held, along with 

this; Co-existence of Rule of law, independence judiciary and organized 

opposition parties are also there. An important aspect among these 

features that in democracy; People claim civil liberties. Citizens have 

the right to form, join or quit an organization. They can enjoy freedom of 

speech, expression and information. Under democratic set up everyone 

can articulate their views. People have the right to protest. People have 

the right to place their problems as long as it does not lead to violation of 

Law. Every day, in different parts of India a number programmes organized 

by different political parties, groups to demonstrate their particular problem 

in front of the authority. Though most of these programmes are organized 

peacefully ,still some of these turned into violence causing the law and 

order situation. Bandh, strikes, blockage, dharna, demonstration or any 

other so called democratic means of protest are very popular in North 

East Region of India By declaring bandh, strikes we not only misuse our 

rights but also makes others life hell. Bandh, strikes are not the solution to 

any problem. Rather it itself creates a lots of problems for others specially 

serviceman, daily wagers, workers patients etc. have to face a lot. State’s 

economy also suffers a lot of because of this. Students cannot go to their 

exams, serviceman cannot find a means to go to their workplace, Mazdur, 

Rickshowpullar, daily wager cannot go to their work and they cannot earn 

that day. Then it is impossible for them to feed their wards. The emergency 

patients cannot get treatment because of that bandh. It is very difficult for 

a common man to survive due to regular bandhs or servive due to regular 

strikes. Question arise whether these freedom are utilized by people in a 

right manner ? There is an attempt has been made to find out the present 
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condition of the democratic means of protest in the context of Assam with 

special reference to Tinsukia District. 

Objective: 

To find out the present condition of the democratic means of protest 

in the context of Assam with special reference to Tinsukia District. 

Methodology: 

The Methodology and procedure of the study is: 

 Design of the study: -The study includes a case study . Upon 

the basis of its result an analysis has been made to find out 

the recent trend of the said topic. 

 Sample: - Secondary data collected from Assamese daily 

news Paper Dainik Janambhumi 

 Delimitation of the study: For the effective management of 

the study the researcher has only included the data of Tinsukia 

District of Assam of a particular time period i.e the month of 

july, 2016 

Discussion: 

The bandh culture got priority at the time of foreigners movement in 

Assam in 1979 at the behest of ASSU associated by other ingredient parties 

and organizations under of Ganasangram Samiti. They took self design 

program like Janata curfew to enforce bandh. They did not participated 

in national holly functions such as- 15th August, 26th 

January. In later period the ULFA along with their unlawful activities 

usages to declare bandh. With the progress of time regional bandhs and 

district bandhs emerged on demands like providing autonomy, creating 

statehood, acquiring independence and sovereignty. The road bandh and 

blockade is integral part of the bandh culture. There is unhealthy and 

irritating blockade of transportation and passengers, when the road blockade 

take place there is dearth of import with consequential shortfall of supplies 

price hike of essential commodities (An end to bandh culture – Mrinal 

Kanti Chakrabortty, January 2010). Now a days it is noticed that any local 

group can declare a bandh. They can give out press release in favour of 
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the bandh. Most of the people does not even know how and why they 

have been associated with the bandh. 

The Kerala High Court termed bandh as illegal in 1997. The Supreme 

court of India had also band bandh in 1998.  A division bench of Guwahati 

High Court consisting of Chief Justice Chalemeswar and Justice 

A.C.Upadhya delivered a historical judgement declaring the frequent bandh 

culture in the state Assam is illegal (8th February 2010). Meghalaya 

government has bandh the media from publishing statements by 

any group or organization that call for bandhs (January 2010). 

Unlike the rest of India, North Eastern states Assam Manipur and 

Nagaland are worst effected by bandh strikes and blockade etc. The 

regular practice of these techniques of protest by the people of the region 

is not suitable for the smooth running of administration also. Today Bandhs 

are called for very minor issues. It is very sad aspect of our society    that 

a whole generation has grown up under the shadow of bandhs that are 

called by various groups, political parties and organizations etc. Dharana 

and Road blockades are often called by political organizations, students 

associations and other such organizations to draw the attention of both the 

public and government. Sometimes it is noticed that they protesting for 

such issues which they donot consent to. In the below,Table-1 reflects the 

various types of Disruption that has taken place in this region in the 

month of july, 2016. 

Table-1 

Type of Disruption 

 
Nature Number of Times 

State Bandh - 

District Bandh - 

Road Blockade 4(14.2%) 

March 4(14.2%) 

Dharna 19 (67.8%) 

Strick 1 (3.5%) 

Total 28 
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It is noticed that within the month of July 28nos of disruptions has 

called for. The above table show that there were 19 (67.8%) Dharana, 

4(14.2%) Road Blockade and 1 (3.5%) case of Strike in the district. Through 

most of these disruptions has taken place peacefully but at the same time 

they caused a lot to the daily normal life of people. 

Issues always play a major role in Democracies. These issues may 

be of health, education, corruption, against the administration or government 

and so on. Most often these are manipulated and nourished by political 

party or any pressure group, interest group etc. minor issues become major. 

To raised the issues against the authority people use disruption techniques. 

In the below, Table-2 reflects the Percentile distribution of issues of the 

above mentioned Disruptions. 

Table-2 

Percentile distribution of issues of Disruption 
 

Issues of Disruptions Number of Times 

Private Issue 3 (10.7%) 

Regional Issue 24(85.7%) 

National Issue - 

International Issue 1(3.5%) 

Total 28 
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Regarding the issues related to these disruptions it is notices that 

10.7% disruption has called on Private Issue, 85.7% disruption based on 

Regional Issue and while no disruption has called for National Issues and 

3.5% disruption is called for international issues. 

In Democracies people has the right raised their voice any time 

when they feel, their right are in stress or on unavailability of the condition 

they seek for. In Tinsukia, Youth, Women, Political Parties, Other 

Organizations and even Students involved in protest activities. In the study 

it is found that the number of bandhs called by the youth is maximum. It 

constituted 71% of total disruptions in this region in the month of July in 

Assam. Likewise women also raised their voice contribute little in creating 

disruptions in the districts in the month of July. 

Table-3 

Party who call for the protest 
 

 

P a rty w ho ca ll th e pro test N um ber of Tim es 

Y ou th 2 0 ( 71 .4% ) 

W om en 5 ( 17 .8 % ) 

Po litical Parties 1 (3 .5% ) 

Stud ents 1 (3 .5% ) 

O ther O rg anization s 1 (3 .5% ) 

T otal 28 
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Findings of the Study: 

1. In the study it is found that people tendency towards disruption of 

normal situation is very high in the district. Only in the month of July, 

they disrupted 28 no of times (In different parts of the district). It is 

the misuse of available democratic rights of the people. 

2. In Tinsukia, 86%. Protest activities occur for regional issues or 

demands. So, It can be said that people are more interested in 

preserving regional demands rather national issues. 

3. Private issues are also raised at large numbers. These issues are 

easily manipulated by any party or organizations and give it a shape 

of large issues. Which is not a good indicator. People should learn to 

differentiate between public and private issue while go for any protest. 

4. In democracy there are sufficient political parties, pressure groups, 

interest group to represent any issues. Sometimes Youth and Students 

also take part in it. But in Tinsukia it is found that, 71.4% protest 

activities are called by the youths. It indicates too much involvement 

of youth in politics. In the presence of the youth at large, there is a 

greater chance of those protest movements to turn into violent. 

5. Some of the protest activities turned into violent. It deviates 

democratic norms. Clashes between political parties and police, 

people often get injured. Sometimes injuries become so serious that 

innocent people lose their lives. 
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6. Protest activities on road (Like roadbloaked) are started by a small 

section of people and within a few minutes a large mob gathered 

there. There are people who even donot know why they protesting 

for. Still they stand there to disrupt the situation. 

7. State of country has to bear huge revenue losses due to bandh, 

strike, blockade etc. According to a report of the Indian Express, 

Assam suffered Rs 2943 crore loss due to bandh s during 2014. 

Tinsukia district had faced lost of Rs 82 Crore. This figure will surely 

be increase in present time. 

8. Due to bandh, strike daily labours and workers lose wages. A bandh 

or strike becomes a hindrance for a casual worker to earn his or her 

livelihood for that particular day. 

9. It is also noticed that people are forced and threatened to participate 

in bandhs, dharnas, against their will. 

10. During Bandhs, strike transport system become lamed, patients 

cannot reach the hospitals which may leads to horrible outcome. 

11. Small business are also hit by these meaningless bandhs dharnas, 

strike since they are largly depend on their daily sales. 

12. Schools, colleges have to follow their own curriculum which includes 

classes, examinations etc. the regular road blockade, bandh, stands 

as an obstacles in front of those. This may caused a lot to the students. 

The school authorities have no choice but to closed the schools or 

educational institutions due to fear of chaos or political troublence. 

If they keep the school open, the life of the students is put to risk 

which is not desirable. 

Suggestions: 

There are some measures to tackle the strikes, bandh, protest, 

blockade etc. 

 By Stopping the follow of information about bandh, strikes etc. 

Government need to take necessary measures to compel media to
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not publicize the bandhs, strikes etc. In absence of information, people 

will not know when bandhs are happening. The Assam government 

is also following the same principle but they have not yet been able 

to restrict them completely. 

 Compensate for breaking bandhs-Breaking bandhs strikes is a game 

of chicken. Whoever breakes bandhs first stands to irks the 

protesters & lose property or get injured. But if enough people break 

it then the bandh will effectively be moot. So may be set up an un- 

bandh fund that is used to compensate the early breakers.

 Change the definition of a bandh-there are different kinds of bandhs. 

While Some, allow motorcycle to ply on the road, other are pedestrian 

only. Others are limited by geography. It seems that the definition of 

bandh is changing gradually as the bandh callers allowing more 

activity Hopefully after a few times the definition of bandh itself 

will be transformed to something harmless.

 There should be presence of sufficient awareness of people regarding 

the side affects of Bandh, strikes etc. Government, Political party, 

NGO can organize awareness camp where people can be mobilize.

 Value education can prove to be a very handy tool, which will help 

people in changing their mentlaty or disruptive nature. It should be 

taught to the youths of colleges and universities.

 As the study proves, maximum numbers of bandh, dharnas are called 

by the youth of this region. Most of them passing out from schools 

or colleges and they are not getting employment. They are easily 

motivated by the party or any groups and bring them to road. So 

Government should take necessary steps to settle the unemployed 

youth of the state as soon as possible.

Conclusion: 

India is the largest democracy in the world. Under democratic set 

up here, everyone can articulate their views. In our country people has the 

right to place their problems as long as it does not lead to violation of Law. 
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Every day, in different parts of India a number programmes organized by 

different political parties, groups to demonstrate their particular problem in 

front of the authority. Though most of these programmes are organized 

peacefully, still some of these turned into violence causing the law and 

order situation. Bandh, strikes, blockade, dharna, demonstration or any 

other so called democratic means of protest are very popular in North- 

East Region of India. Bandh, strikes, blockade or any type of use of so 

called democratic means as a sign of protest have paralyzed the normal 

life of people. It makes the traffic jams, people cannot go out, students 

cannot go to school, and exams get postponed. The backbone of economy 

is heavily affected. There is no logic of calling these bandh, dharnas when 

so much caused to general people. It is the common people who suffer the 

most. Instead of using these means we should go for sensible discussion 

and talk which can bring to us a feasible solution. If these democratic 

means of struggle are used quite regularly, day will come, when people will 

have lost their faith on these & it will be setback for a democratic system. 
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Representation of Indian Ethos and Culture in R.K Narayan’s 

The English Teacher 

Ankur Hazarika* 

ABSTRACT 

Indianness is an element of fiction which through its rich 

language and imagery pricks into the conscience of every 

Indian men or women. This is what we most often identify as 

Indian sensibility which makes the Indians as Indian. 

Indianness can be defined in terms of what is being Indian 

and what makes them what they are. These Indian values in 

literature are mirrored in the literary works by many, yet R.K 

Narayan and his contribution can never be denied in identifying 

the ethos of Indian culture. Therefore, in this paper I shall 

focus upon how Indian ethos, culture and values are reflected 

in Indian English literature with reference to Narayan’s The 

English Teacher.This paper seeks to examine the indian 

characters and Indian atmosphere as presented by Narayan 

in this novel to exemplify the culture, tradition and socio- 

political scenario of India. 

(Keywords: Indianness,Womanhood,Gandhian Principles, 

Customs and belief systems.) 

Introduction: 

From a native explosion, Indian English has become a new form of 

Indian culture and voice in which Indian speaks out to outside world. An 

individual grows up in a society with a set pattern of beliefs, thoughts, and 

sentiments that are responses to the surrounding events, his cultural heritage, 

the economic and political circumstances, and his cognitive state. This 

nativeness being a prime attribute of literary communication, an Indian 

English writer inadvertently communicates Indianness. Indianness is an 
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element of fiction which shows Indians through it’s language, imagery, 

sensibility or anything which makes the Indians as Indian. Indianness can 

be defined in terms of what and how Indians are and what makes them 

what they are. It is easy to say that being Indian novelists, our novelists 

create Indianness in their fiction. However it is not easy to define Indianness. 

Simply speaking, Indianness is the quality which must be present in every 

great works of the writers. Prof. David McCutchion defines ‘’Indianness’’ 

as ‘’life attitudes’’ and ‘’modes of perception’’. Prof. Gokak defines 

Indianness as a ‘’composite awareness in the matter of race, mileu,language 

and religion’’. According to Paul Vergese, ‘’Indianness is nothing but the 

representation of Indian ethos and Culture’’.Thus Indianness is the sum 

total of cultural patterns of India, deep rooted in ideas and ideas which 

form the minds of India. 

Aims and Objectives: 

The aim of this paper is to show how the Indian ethos and culture is 

being portrayed in R.K.Narayan’s novel The English Teacher. The task 

has been taken to analyze the Indian characters and Indian atmosphere as 

presented by Narayan in this novel to exemplify the culture and tradition 

of India. 

Methodology: 

In this paper descriptive method has been adopted to analyze the 

sense of Indianness in The English Teacher.The analysis has been made 

on the basis of both primary and secondary sources of data.The text chosen 

for to study serves as the primary source of information while the secondary 

sources are comprised of edited books,articles or any information related 

to study. 

Analysis: 

Narayan has the ability to convert a specific restricted area into an 

image of India and Indian life. Malgudi is the fictional setting of R.K. 

Narayan’s novels and stories. Malgudi is the main character in his novels 

which changes, yet the progressions that happen in Malgudi are the 

progressions that are occurring in the nation in general. This place has 
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comparable standard to the other writers of English Literature. It is 

compared to ‘boarder countries’ of Sir Walter Scott, ‘Lake District’ of 

William Wordsworth,’’The Wessex’ of Thomas Hardy, or ‘five Towns’ of 

Arnold Bennet. Malgudi is an imaginary South Indian town around which 

Narayan has woven the complex pattern of the lives of his characters. 

The readers are taken to this imaginary land to laugh, sympathise, and 

share the vicissitudes of its inhabitants.. Narayan’s Malgudi is chosen 

fictional local which typifies Indianness in all typicality and reality. Consistent 

with Srinivasa Iyengar: “Malgudi is Narayan’s Casterbridge; however the 

occupants of Malgudi-despite the fact that they might have their 

conspicuous nearby trappings - are basically human, and consequently 

have their family relationship with all humankind. In this sense “Malgudi’ 

is everywhere, whatever happens in Malgudi, happens all over the place. 

In The English Teacher, when Susila and her toddler arrive home, an 

universal gathering is augmented to them by the mother by marriage before 

they are permitted to enter the house. A fitting function anticipates them at 

the entryway and this is the thing that happens in Malgudi or in any village 

or town in India. 

My mother came down and welcomed her at the gate! She had 

decorated the threshold with a festoon of green mango leaves and the 

floor and doorway with white flour designs. She was standing at the 

doorway She had a pan of vermilion solution ready at hand and circled 

it before the young mother and child, before allowing them to get down 

from the carriage. After that she held out her arms, and the baby vanished 

in her embrace.(The English Teacher .47). 

He deliberates Malgudi to become a living backdrop for the customs, 

beliefs and ways of life of a race very familiar to us- the Indians. 

The Indian English novelists writing in a foreign language which 

was adopted and used by Indians in a very small percentage, mostly for 

formal, official or professional purpose and it is not actually a language of 

the streets. It has been observed that Indians tends to use English that are 

wooded. Due to this the novelists also have to written in a language which 

the readers will be feel real .This makes it interesting for the non Indian 
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reader because it gives the Indian experience more vividly and makes it 

exotic.In this novel, Narayan makes extensive use of English as it is used 

by the Indians. The sentence construction are not up to the standard use 

of language but the way Indians use. It is not that Narayan is not able to 

write in good English but to show how Indians use English and the author 

used it as vehicle of humour and satire. As Krishna says” I had to wait in 

the bathroom passage for some time,all the cubicles were engaged.Behind 

the doors to the tune of falling water a couple of boys were humming 

popular film songs...............Hostel bathrooms are hell on earth…..”(The 

English Teacher25) 

Narayan’s forte is the commonplace events and aspirations of people 

living in a small town of South India. And for this, he uses a language 

which is very much in keeping with the reality of ordinary lives. The words 

and phrases he uses for depicting the diverse experiences of average human 

beings reflect the customary in the contemporary Indian society. 

The conflict between the arrange marriages and love marriages 

frequently seen in Narayan’s novels. It would not be far wrong to say that 

Narayan gives romance to Indian marriage and family systems. In this 

novel we see Krishna despite personal preferences, unhesitatingly obeys 

his parents when they fix up his marriage.It is they who select the bride 

and he, without a second thought, concurs. Added to it, he even falls in 

love with the girl immediately after marriage. Such a gesture of Krishna 

might baffle a western reader, but in the given context of Malgudi, it is 

nothing but a way of life. Whether it be a girl or a boy it has always been 

the prerogative of parents to choose his or her life partner. Similarly, when 

the girl stays back with his parents, Krishna has no qualms. It is again a 

natural happening for a newly married couple. After the birth of his daughter, 

however, his parents decide to send their daughter in law to Krishna’s 

workplace. Had they not decided to do so, Krishna would never have 

expressed such a desire because that would be infringement of the Indian 

code of conduct. 

R. K. Narayan’s fiction reflects the Indian traditions and culture, 

especially traditions of South India.In traditional Indian society, a woman’s 

proper place is the house and the hearth. She must confine herself to the 
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domestic duties and to give proper care to her husband and children in a 

bid to retain respect in the family and society. She must be a dutiful and 

loving wife and she must raise her children well. She must be submissive 

and cooperative and should tolerate the excesses and deviations of her 

husband from the conjugal norms. TheEnglish Teacher is marked by a 

perfect marital harmony between Krishna and Susila. Here, Narayan 

creates an ideal Hindu wife according to the accepted Hindu concept of a 

married woman. Susila is the representative of woman class who epitomizes 

what is supposed as best in Indian womanhood. Krishna,her husband, grows 

along with her in love and caring and learns a new life with her, his partner 

in life. Narayan’s concept of a classical Hindu wife is epitomized in the 

character of Susila. Even after death, she turns into a spirit and, “undertakes 

the task of guiding her husband, Krishna, through his maze of grief and 

apathy to a higher harmony of the soul beyond life and death.”(The English 

Teacher,38) In doing so, she fulfils the classical concept of womanhood. 

The Hindu wife has to adjust to the immense psychological demands placed 

on her. The classical Hindu wife has to be the wife, the counsellor, the 

playmate, the partner, the guide, the beloved, the disciple and learned enough 

to educate her husband. Susila conforms to this concept, even after death 

and guides Krishna towards a higher knowledge of the soul. 

The adoration to Gandhian principles and the hypocrisy attached to 

it are very well presented in Narayan’s works. The plot of the novel The 

English Teacher has the freedom movement and Gandhian principles as 

background. Krishna is the hero of the novel The English Teacher. A 

person who rebels against English educational system is Krishna. He is an 

enemy of those people who are interested in westernisation. Western 

educational system in India subsequently leads to the alienation of an 

individual from his cultural roots. In the beginning of the novel, he voices 

his disagreement with Mr. Brown, the Principal of Albert Mission College 

about the purity of English language and its uses of the vowels. He regards 

English teaching as “literary garbage” and the curse of English teacher is 

to teach the literary garbage as “the paid servants of the department” 

(The English Teacher 171).Like Gandhi, he stresses on the importance 

of mother-tongue education. He considers British colonial educational 



Journal of Humanities and Social Science Research, Vol-III/No-1 & 2 (combined)/2017/ ISSN-2395-5171 

114 

 

 

 
 

system was going to attack the whole century of false education so he 

wants to resign the job. Instead of feeding the false education he wants to 

search his innermost soul like Gandhian philosophy of self-realization and 

he wants to love his motherland like a true citizen of India. Krishna, the 

protagonist in this novel is the true embodiments of Gandhian virtues and 

principles. Thus, R. K. Narayan has presented an encompassing view of 

Gandhian ideology and philosophy in this novel. 

Astrology plays vital role in the day-to-day life of Indians. The conflict 

between the believers and non-believers in stars and fate is frequently 

seen in Narayan’s stories. Indian culture respects the Sanyasis and Godly- 

men without waiting for a proof of their virtues or miracles.This is evident 

in the character of the school Headmaster. He believes in prophecy and 

faith, “tomorrow I may be no more. My astrologer has written a month 

to month report and my life has been going in its death like a time 

table”(The English Teacher. 243). The respect for Sadhus or Sanyasis 

is also evident in the character of Krishna’s mother in law .For example 

when Susila is ill , she is treated both by a doctor who practices western 

scientific medicine and Swamiji who uses mystical method of healing. The 

Swamiji is summoned by Susila’s mother, representing an older generation 

who believes “the evil eye has fallen on her daughter” and it is notable to 

that Krishna ashamed that the doctor finds the Swamiji in the house, 

showing that he is alienated from, and embarrassed by the native culture 

of the older generation of his country. 

The most important dogma of the Hindu religion is the acceptance 

of the truth that God exists in the form of some kind of a divine spirit. Soul 

is immortal and ultimately it merges with God, the Divine Spirit. This is 

evident in the second half of The English Teacher where the death of the 

wife fills the hero Krishna, the English teacher with the belief that death is 

not the end of everything and that human personality has several other 

planes of existence. With this belief in mind perhaps Krishna on his wife’s 

death undertakes psychic contact with the spirit of his wife. He expects 

that finally he will be united with Susila. “A cool breeze lapped our faces. 
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The boundaries of our personalities suddenly dissolved. It was a moment 

of rare, immutable joy, a moment for which one feels grateful to Life and 

Death.(The EnglishTeacher 252). 

The inclusion of lotus ponds and temples, two integral parts of Hindu 

Civilization, in Malgudi fiction is a deliberation by the author to reflect the 

long established Hindu ethos. Lotus is a traditional Hindu flower and is 

believed to cradle the mythical Hindu goddess Lakshmi, the goddess of 

wealth. In The English Teacher, the lotus pond exists amidst dense foliage, 

symbolizing harmonious existence of beauty and ugliness, joys and sorrows 

in everyone’s life in the world. It assumes a universal statue. It is near this 

lotus pond Krishna communicates with the spirit of his dead wife in the 

closed chamber of the peasant’s house. And regarding the temple, Narayan 

depicting the structure where once the ritual worship of the gods and goddess 

used to take place. In this novel Susila after her bitter experience at the 

public toilet visits the SrinivasaTemple and rapturously exclaims” what a 

lovely image!”( The English Teacher.92) The shrine enables her to forget 

instantly all the sufferings she had to undergo only a few moments ago. So 

here again the temple provides the distraught creature requisite 

psychological relief. Bringing her palms together, she offers silent prayers 

to god and Krishna is relieved: “She opened her eyes for a moment. They 

caught the light of the camphor flame, and shone with an unearthly brilliance. 

Her cheeks glowed; the rest of her person was lost in the shadows of the 

temple hall. Her lips were moving in prayer. I felt transported at the sight 

of it”(The English Teacher.92). Thus the temple connotes a symbol of 

faith and spiritual victory in the life of Susila and Krisnan’s life. 

Conclusion: 

To conclude, we can say that Narayan judges the Indian life of his 

own times through an indigenous social view and portrays the Indian 

individuals and the Indian lifestyle with a bounteous measure of triumph. 

The study has shown that R.K. Narayan in The English Teacher has 

celebrated the indigenous Indian culture, traditions, customs and belief 

systems. 
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THE SOCIAL CHANGES AMONG THE SCHEDULED 

CASTES IN MAJULI: AN OVERVIEW 

Jogesh Das* 

ABSTRACT 

An analysis of socio- economic background of the 

Scheduled Castes has a special significance in sociological 

investigation. Such type of analysis helps us to understand 

the sex, age, education and caste. Further, it enables the 

researcher to co- relate the responses of the respondents 

with social characteristics of the Scheduled Castes people. 

It also helps us to understand different variation as it exists 

in their perception. This paper makes an attempt to study 

the social change among the Scheduled Castes in Majuli. 

(Key words: Scheduled Castes, change, education, 

attitude.) 

I. Introduction : 

Caste system forms the essential component of stratification 

system in India. The Varna System constitutes a status-hierarchy with 

the Brahmins on the top followed by Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and 

Shudras. The Scheduled Castes is out of the four-fold Varna System. 

The Scheduled Caste is a politico-legal term. It was first coined by the 

Simon Commission and then Government of India Act, 1935. This Act 

defined that Scheduled Castes as such castes, race or tribes, being 

castes, races, tribes, parts or groups which appear to this Majestry in 

council to correspond to the classes of persons formerly known as the 

depressed classes. When India became independent this term 

‘Scheduled Castes’ was adopted by the constitution for the purpose of 

providing them some special facilities and the constitutional guarantees. 

At the same time, The Scheduled Castes in Assam admittedly constitute 

a depressed segment  of the state’s population  and as such they 
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deservedly attract attention of the political decision makers of all hues. 

The applicability of the term ‘weaker section’ to this advantaged group 

does appropriately reflect their socio-economic status which warrants 

a policy of protective discrimination in the equalization process. 

II. Objective: 

The prime objective of the paper is to explore the changing 

attitude and as to how social change taking place among the Scheduled 

Castes people in Majuli 

III. Methodology: 

Descriptive- cum- analytical method has been used in this 

research paper. The universe of the study is Majuli, a large river island 

in the Brahmaputra River. The total population of Majuli Island is about 

167304 of which 15 per cent is Scheduled Castes population. The density 

population of the Majuli Island is 257.3 per sq. km. Scheduled Castes 

are inhabitant proportionately in almost all the villages of Majuli. 

The researcher has selected three villages for the purpose of study 

namely Dhekiajuli, Baghargoan and Chilakala. Interview schedule has 

been prepared to interview the selected respondents from the three 

villages numbering 350. The data for the study have been collected 

through primary as well as secondary sources. In addition to the 

interview schedule, other methods like usage of office records and 

observation (participant and non- participant) have been used whenever 

found necessary. 

IV. Result and discussion: 

As per Population Census 2011, total population of Dhekiajuli 

Gaon is 615 out of which 8.47 per cent constitutes children population 

with age 0-6. In Chilakola, of the same development block, has a total 

population of 2371 out of which there is population of children with age 

0-6 is 327 which makes up 13.83 per cent of total population of village. 

Similarly, Baghargaon has a total population of 1382 out of which there is 
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population of children with age 0-6 is 150 which makes up 11.28 per cent 

of total population of village. Average sex ratio of Dhekiajuli, Chilakola 

and Baghargaon are 931, 913 and 944 which are lower than Assam state 

average of 958. The two villages, Dhekiajuli and Chilakala are situated 

under Majuli Development Block, Kamalabari and the third village, 

Baghargoan is situated under Ujani Majuli Development Block, 

Jengraimukh. 

Joint family is one of the main features of Indian rural society 

and nuclear family is most popular among the urban families. But 

gradually this concept has been changed. There are undergoing several 

transformations primarily due to economic cause. There is not much 

cultural- social restriction on women being engaged for economic 

activities. Moreover individualistic outlook and lacking social interaction 

among the family members have caused braking up the joint family 

system among the Scheduled Castes people. Generally, reasons for 

separation from the parental family after marriage indicated by 

respondents from all the three study villages are misunderstanding, 

quarrels and conflicts between mother- in- law and dau 

between daughter- in- law and unmarried sisters, am 

in- law mainly because of distribution of works. Ano 

reason can be misunderstanding, quarrels etc. among 

contribution to family income and expenditure for cons 

Table 1 

Family type of the Respondents’ Fathers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The above table 1 shows that 80 per cent (280) of father’s family 
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of the respondents belong to joint family while 20 per cent (70) belong 

to nuclear family. 95.10 per cent (97), 59.63 per cent (65) and 84.90 

per cent (118) of father’s family of respondents of Baghargaon, 

Dhekiajuli and Chilakola belong to joint family and 4.90 per cent (5), 

40.37 per cent (44) and 15.10 per cent (21) belong to nuclear family. 

Gradually joint family transform to nuclear family. Table 1 shows the 

complete opposite picture of Table 2. 

Table 2 

Distribution showing present family 

type of the Respondents 
 

Type of Family Baghargaon Dhekiajuli Chilakola Total 

1 2 3 4 5 

Joint 16 
(15.69 %) 

34 
(31.19 %) 

19 
(13.67 %) 

69 
(19.71 %) 

Nuclear 86 
(84.31 %) 

75 
(68.81 %) 

120 
(86.33 %) 

281 
(80.29 %) 

Total 102 
(100 %) 

109 
(100 %) 

139 
(100 %) 

350 
(100 %) 

From the above table we have found 19.71 per cent (69) of total 

respondents accepted joint family while 80.29 per cent (281) accepted 

nuclear family. On comparison to nuclear family, 15.69 per cent (16), 

31.19 per cent (34), 13.67 per cent (19) of the respondents of 

Baghargaon, Dhekiajuli and Chilakola accepted joint family respectively. 

It is come to know from this study that higher percentage of the 

respondents of the three target villages belong to nuclear family. 

Marriage is one of the important social institutions in India. 

Changes of marriage custom are one of the major indicators of 

modernization and social mobility. It reveals that the attitude of 

Scheduled Castes people towards marriage is changing and early 

marriage is replaced by higher marriage age. Here, the researcher 

makes an attempt to know about the preference age of marriage of 

respondents of the three study villages. Table 3 shows the age of 

marriage and their preference. 
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Table 3 

Showing the attitude of Respondents towards age of marriage 

 

Age Baghargaon Dhekiajuli Chilakola Total 

 

1 

2 3 4 5 

Bo ys 
(%) 

Girls 
(%) 

Boys 
(%) 

Girls 
(%) 

Boys 
(%) 

Girls 
(%) 

Boys 
(%) 

Girls 
(%) 

16 – 
18 

1.96 6.86 0 1 .83 0 3 .60 0.65 4.10 

19 – 
21 

14.7 
1 

30.3 
9 

4 .59 29.36 16.55 24.46 11.95 
28.0 

7 

22 – 
24 

35.2 
9 

51.9 
7 

43.1 
2 

57.80 29.50 65.47 35.97 
58.4 

1 

25 

years 
& 

above 

 

48.0 

4 

 

10.7 

8 

 

52.2 

9 

 

 
11.01 

 

 
53.95 

 

 
6 .47 

 

 
51.43 

 

 
9.42 

 

It is observed from the above Table 3 that majority respondents 

preferred higher marriage age for their boys and girls. In case of boys 

0.65 per cent respondents preferred 16 to 18 years, 11.95 per cent 

respondents preferred 19 to 21 years, 35.97 per cent respondents 

preferred 22 to 24 years and remaining 51.43 per cent respondents 

preferred 25 years and above. For girls, 4.10 per cent respondents 

preferred 16 to 18 years, 28.07 per cent respondents preferred 19 to 

21 years, 58.41 per cent respondents preferred 22 to 24 years and 

other 9.42 per cent respondents preferred 25 years or above 25 years. 

On comparison, majority respondents of the three villages preferred 

the age of marriage for boys is 25 years or above 25 years whereas 

they accepted 22 to 24 years for girls. Besides, respondents opined 

that marriage should be settled by parents in consultation with their 

children. 

Marriage is a social institution through which a couple (man and 

woman) has been given socially recognized as husband and wife. It is a 

spiritual relation in the Hindu culture. In traditional Indian caste based 

society, one must marry within his/her own caste. Later, inter- caste 
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marriage has been permitted and encouraged by the different marriage 

Acts enacted during pre and post- independence period. The attitude of 

people towards inter caste marriage has been changed from 1940s onwards 

due to change in caste system, spread of education, occupational mobility, 

women empowerment, urbanization etc. Therefore, it is need to examine 

the attitude of respondents towards inter- caste as well as inter- religious 

marriage. The responses of the respondents have been presented in the 

following Table 3. 

Table 3 

Attitude of Respondents towards intra- caste, inter- caste 

and inter- religious marriage 
 

Preference for 
Marriage 

Baghargaon Dhekiajuli Chilakola 
Total of th e Three 

Villages 

 
1 

2 3 4 5 

Yes 

(%) 

No 

(%) 

Yes 

(%) 

No 

(%) 

Yes 

(%) 

No 

(%) 

Yes 

(%) 

No 

(% ) 

Total 

(%) 

Int ra- caste 
m arri age 

101 
(99.02) 

 
1 (0.98) 

106 
(97.25) 

3 
(2.75) 

139 
(100) 

0 
(0) 

346 
(98.86) 

4 
(1.14) 

350 
(100) 

Int er- caste 
m arri age 

11 
(10.78) 

91 
(89.22) 

17 
(15.60) 

92 
(84.40) 

9 
(6.47) 

130 
(93.53) 

37 
(10.57) 

313 
(89.43) 

350 
(100) 

Int er- religious 
m arri age 

2 
(1.96) 

100 
(98.04) 

0 
(0) 

109 
(100) 

1 
(0.72) 

138 
(99.28) 

3 
(0.86) 

347 
(99.14) 

350 
(100) 

It is evident from the above table that majority of the respondents 

i.e. 98.86 per cent (346) respondents are preferred intra- caste marriage 

that means both male and female belonging to the same caste. They have 

stated that they would live with peace and happy with the marriage within 

their own caste. Otherwise, it is not acceptable by them. But 1.14 (4) 

respondents do not accept intra- caste marriage. They stated that marriage 

is based on the choice of bride and groom. Now- a- days various changes 

have been taken place in the society and society accept inter- caste 

marriage. 10.57 per cent (37) respondents are accepting inter- caste 

marriage while major per cent of the respondents i.e. 89.43 per cent (313) 

respondents are not accepting inter- caste marriage. Respondents have 

shown negative attitude towards inter- caste marriage and their strictness 
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towards their future generation. At the same time majority of the 

respondents 99.14 per cent (347) respondents are heavily opposed inter- 

religious marriage i.e. marriage between two different religions. But the 

few respondents i.e. 0.86 (3) respondents are accepted inter- religious 

marriage due to spread of education, changes in society, urbanization, 

industrialization etc. 

In addition to the analysis of data regarding attitude towards inter 

caste marriage and inter- religious marriage, the researcher makes an 

attempt to examine whether inter- caste or inter- religious marriage is 

available in respondents’ families or not? Data has been presented in the 

following Table 4. 

Table 4 

Availability of inter- caste and inter- religious 

marriages among Respondents’ families 
 

 

Marriage 
 

Baghargaon 
 

Dhekiajuli 
 

Chilakola 
T otal of the T hr ee 

Villages 

 
 

1 

2 3 4 5 

Y es 
(%) 

No 
(%) 

Yes 
(% ) 

No 
(%) 

Yes 
(% ) 

No 
(%) 

Yes 
(%) 

N o 
(% ) 

Total 
(%) 

Inter- 
caste 

2 
(1 .96) 

100 
(98 .04 ) 

4 
(3 .67 ) 

105 
(96 .33 ) 

11 
(7 .91 ) 

128 
(92. 09 ) 

17 
(4. 86 ) 

333 
(95 .14) 

350 
(100) 

Inter- 

religious 

0 

(0 ) 

102 

(100) 

0 

(0) 

109 

(100) 

0 

(0) 

139 

(100) 

0 

(0 ) 

350 

(100 ) 

350 

(100) 

It is come to know from the above Table 4 that there is no inter- 

religious marriage among respondents’ families. At the same time, inter- 

caste marriage has been found in only 4.86 per cent (17) respondents 

families and there is no inter- caste marriage among the highest number 

i.e. 95.14 per cent (333) of the total respondents families. Though inter- 

caste marriage is very few in number, but it reflects the changing attitude 

of respondents towards marriage system. 

In discussing inter- caste relation of the Scheduled Castes and 

other castes in the study area, it would be convenient to draw a 
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distinction between formal and non- formal situations. Informal situation 

demands informal interactions such as exchange of greetings visit one 

another on neighbourhood of friendship bases or associated with the 

pursuit of common interests and pleasure. While formal situation 

indicates formal interaction i.e. place of work to committees and 

organization. These formal and informal interactions may exist within 

the same framework. Interaction between men at work place in formal 

context, but also may contact informally. Informal interpersonal relations 

are made among the members of different castes. They also unite for 

common purposes in the villages. For example, ‘Raas Leela’, theatres 

etc. are arranged on the occasion and people of all castes including 

neighbouring villages participate in the events. On formal social 

occasions such as marriage ceremony, invitations are extended to 

outsiders of their own caste. The general caste people, excepting a 

few elder persons, generally accept the food items on such formal 

occasions. 

The Scheduled Castes earlier suffered from discrimination in almost 

all walks of life such as work place, common gatherings, the marriages, 

the ceremonies of high castes etc. Inter dining has a great significance in 

social harmonious relation. The lack of commensal relationship is an 

indicator of social distance. The respondents having commensal relationship 

with higher caste Hindus were asked whether they are being served in the 

common batches or not. Majority of the respondents i.e. 87.43 per cent 

(306) have said that they are being served in the common batches. They 

sit in a common row and food is served to them as just to the people from 

any caste. However, 12.57 per cent (44) respondents have answered in 

the negative of being served in common batches. In course of time, 

education, occupational mobility, rapid growth of urbanization and 

modernization have greatly influenced on restriction of commensal relation. 

The three study villages are dominated by Kaibarttas. The villagers 

of Scheduled Castes have always maintained a good and healthy 

relationship with neighbouring villages of other castes. Sometimes friendly 

relation is extended to family level friendship. It seems to be exchange of 
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visits, borrow essential household items and so on. An individual may use 

kinship terms i.e. kokaideo (brother), dodaideo/ khura (uncle), baideo 

(elder sister), etc. to address an elderly villager if they know each other 

closely. The children also play and move, study in the same schools and 

colleges irrespective of castes and villages to which they belong. Though 

cross- sex friendships between Scheduled Castes and other castes are 

common which often lead to inter- castes marriages. But only few persons 

got inter- castes marriages in the study villages. 

The researcher also examines the attitude of the forward community 

towards the respondents of the three villages. The present study have 

shown that the indifference and lack of cooperation of the forward 

community towards the Scheduled Castes people. Therefore, respondents 

were asked to express their opinion on the statement, whether high castes 

people mingle freely with them or not. The results are given in Table 5. 

Table 5 

Whether high castes people mingle freely with them 
 
 

Response Baghargaon Dhekiajuli Chilakola Total 

Mingled 
freely 

10 
(9.80 %) 

85 
(77.98 %) 

128 
(92.09 %) 

223 
(63.71 %) 

Did not 
mingle freely 

92 
(90.20 %) 

24 
(22.02 %) 

11 
(7.91 %) 

127 
(36.29 %) 

Total 
102 

(100%) 

109 

(100 %) 

139 

(100 %) 

350 

(100 %) 

It is observed from the above Table 5 that out of 350 respondents, 

223 respondents opined that higher castes people mingle freely with them 

and remaining 127 respondents opined that higher castes people do not 

mingle freely with them. Comparatively seen, the high castes people mingled 

more freely with the respondents of Dhekiajuli and Chilakola whereas 

respondents of Baghargaon replied in negative terms. Most of the Scheduled 

Castes educated people are infavour of breaking the taboos on inter- caste 

relationship in inter- dinning, social visits, neighbourhood etc. 
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The casteism shows that the people are tradition-bound, conserv ative 

and orthodox in thinking. It may cause a hurdle to the upliftment of women 

because of lack of encouragement from caste-conscious groups. The 

Scheduled Castes has been suffering from various forms of discrimination 

in almost all walks of life. They are discriminated in places such as work 

place, common gatherings, the marriages and ceremonies of the higher 

castes and the like places. They are also suffering from ill- treatment in 

the form of calling them by names, practicing untouchability etc. 

There exists some sort of social distance between Scheduled Castes 

people and upper castes people and exist caste hierarchy among the 

Scheduled Castes themselves. It has been observed that there are food 

restrictions, social restrictions between Scheduled Castes and upper castes 

because upper castes consider themselves superior in terms of castes 

hierarchy. Regarding this aspect, the respondents were asked about the 

measures that which can reduce the social distance between the Scheduled 

Castes and upper castes. It is observed that majority of the respondents 

i.e. 82 respondents have said if the Scheduled Castes people get education 

well then discrimination will come down while 79 respondents opined that 

economic development is the determinant factor which can reduce the 

social distance between the Scheduled Castes and upper castes. Regarding 

the question of social outlook, 49 respondents stood for the better 

employment of the Scheduled Cates people and 66 respondents have said 

the government and political parties should take stern steps against the 

discriminatory behavior of upper castes towards Scheduled Castes people. 

The other important measures given by the respondents are personal 

cleanliness and standing united against upper castes discrimination and 

fighting against it in all the possible ways. 11 respondents said it is their 

behaviour pattern is the reason for the upper castes to keep them at a 

distance. They suggested by changing of their behaviour pattern that can 

reduce the social distance between the Scheduled Castes and upper castes. 

And remaining 24 respondents were undecided. It is shown that even 

though social discrimination and lower treatment of the Scheduled Castes 

have banned long back, still it exists in the society as majority have faced 

such situations in their life. 
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Social change or social mobility is possible at all social levels. Sorokin 

(1927) observed “By social mobility is understood any transition of an 

individual or social object or value- anything that has been created or 

modified by human activity from one social position to another”. Ambition 

to improve social condition is very common though some villagers display 

relatively little and some other display little. A section of villagers intend to 

improve their social condition with the help of socio- economic and 

educational parameters. However, most of the respondents realize the 

importance of education in bringing about social transformation. A 

comparative study with social and educational dimensions of Scheduled 

Castes people in Majuli may help us to have a clear picture on it. 
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